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PREFACE. 


OME men, by their uſage of chriſtianity, 
the very beſt religion that ever was, plain- 
ly diſcover à defect of underſtanding, or 
more than common malignity cf heart, or 
rather both; ſince they could not purſue it with 
more . ſpite and ridicule, if it was as apparently 
falſe as it is true, and a ſcheme of doflrine as 
pernicious and abſurd, as it is uſeful and rational. 
We may juſtly aſk of thoſe who raiſe this loud 
outcry againſt our religion, and will not be ſatis- 
fied unleſs it be deliver*d up to their mercy, as its 
divine author once was to the Jews, Why, what 
harm has it done? Did it not put to flight ar- 
mies of errors, alike injurious and reproachful 
to mankind, that marched under the ſtandards of 


humane authority, ignorance, and ſuperſtition ? 


reſtore the worſhip of the one true God? deliver 
whole nations from the worſt fort of bondage? and, 
whereſoever it came, introduce a moſt harpy, and 
ſurprizing change in the face of things? Doth it 


not recommend every virtue that can contribute to 


the welfare of private perſons, or make? ſocieties 
flouriſh? and not only by particular precepts, but 


in its whole frame and conſtitution, diſcountenance 


2 avarice, 
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avarice, ambilion, ſelfiſhneſs, uncharitableneſs, ty- 
ranny, and every other evil work ? and for which 
of theſe kind, and moſt beneficial, offices, is their 
malice ſo relentleſs againſt it? They may be ready 


to ſay, that it is not for a good work that they 


Perſecute it, but becauſe, being only of men, it 
boldly pretends to be from God. This indeed, is 
zobhat they would have the world believe; but, 
however ſure they may ſeem to be of their point, 
let them prove chriſtianity to be an impoſture be- 
fore they treat it as ſuch; let them ſhew them- 
ſelves fair enemies, and not, out of a counterfeit 
zeal for truth, make uſe of Iyes to ſupport it. 
This, at leaſt, chriſtianity may demand from them, 
not only as it is the eſtabliſhed religion, but, as it 
is a religion which they have been ſo very much 
oblig'd to, whether they will own it, or no: For 
if God had not, the ſecond time, ſaid, Let there 
be light, it is probable that theſe gentlemen, in 
ſpite of that ſuperior reaſon of which they make 
their boaſt, had lain under the moſt deplorable 
ignorance of the Deity, and wanted thoſe advan- 


tages for cultivating their intellectual faculties which 


they now enjoy. For mere ſhame, therefore, let 
them learn to uſe more moderation, and good 
manners, in their oppoſition to the goſpel. 


Among the many proofs of their religion in which 
the followers of Jeſus had always triumph*d, pro- 
phecies and miracles were two of the principal. 


And not without reaſon; ſince a long ſeries of pre- 
dliictions, deliver'd on ſuch different occaſions, and 


at ſuch diſtant periods of time, all concentring in 
one perſon, and ſuch numerous and moſt ſtupendous 


works per form'd in places of the greateſt reſort, 


and 
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and equally before friends and enemies, could not 
but awaken the attention of the world, as we find 
they did, and convince them that the Son of God 
was come down in the likeneſs of men. And 


1 yet, alas! from among ourſelves have ariſen thoſe 


who have endeavour d, by a kind of legerdemain 
to rob us at once of the prophecies of the Old Teſta- 
ment, and the miracles of the New, turning them 
all into allegory. The converſion of the world to 


3 chriſtianity, WAS AQ moſt wonderful revolution, in 


the manner we explain it; but if accompliſh*d by 
allegorical arguments, was abundantly more ſo. 
Why don't they ſay that the converſion itſelf was 


not literal, but allegorical 2 


The Reſurrection of our Saviour, a fact ſo wel! 


fenc'd againſt all reaſonable objection, hath not 


eſcap*d the cavils of theſe men. Inſtead of ſhew- 
ing, wherein the main evidence, on which this ar- 
ticle of our faith is built, is faulty or defective, 
they are very angry becauſe the whole affair was 
not conducted juſt as they would have it, and e- 


very thing done which they fancy was expedient, 


Were the objeftions they offer real difficulties with 
them, which they would be glad to ſee clear'd, 
and not the wretched ſhifts of a baffled cauſe, in- 
tended only to puzzle and confound the weak and 
injudicious, enough bath been ſaid by ſeveral good 
writers to give them ſatisfattion; or, ſuppoſing 
there were ſome incidents in the hiſtory of this e- 
vent which could not be fully accounted for, yet 


' they would do in this caſe as all modeſt and in- 


genuous minds do in the queſtion about creation and 
providence: A thouſand things, ſay they to them- 
_ ſelves, 
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ſelves, demonſtrate the world to be the workman- 
ſhip of God, and under his care; therefore, the 
few things, that have a contrary appearance, are 
not to be regarded; having been deſign'd with 
the ſame perfeft wiſdom as the reſt, though that 


wiſdom be leſs obvious and diſcernible. Thus here; 


the Reſurrection of Chriſt is out of diſpute, if 
the joint teſtimony of God and men can make it 


ſo ; and, being thus firmly eſtabliſb'd, we ought 
not to be offended, though we ſhould meet with 
ſome things in relation to it, the reaſons of which 


we do not well underſtand; for this may eaſily be, 


. 3 
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and yet God have very good reaſons for ordering 


the whole tranſaction in the manner he did, with- 
out taking counſel of us; that of the Apoſtle Paul 
being an everlaſting truth, that the fooliſhneſs 
of God (what poor, fſhori-ſighted, yet conceited 


morials are apt to account ſo) is wiſer than 


men, 


The argument from the witneſſes of Chriſt's re- 


ſurrection, conſider'd with all its circumſtances, is 


T think unanſwerable. And it may deſerve our 
notice, that in reſpect of this particular argument, 
the advantage is on our fide above many, if not 
moſt, of the firſt converts to chriſtianity ; foraſ- 
much as we have the evidence more entire in the 
acred records, which ſet before us in one view 
the characters of the Apoſtles, their labours and 
ſufferings, their unanimitn, conſtancy, and ſucceſs, 
in their common cauſe; whereas, they who liv'd 
at a great diſtance from Jeruſalem, from whence 
the goſpel firſt ſet out, and embra?d this new 
religion, before theſe things were conſignd to wri- 


tings 
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ting, or authentick accounts of them could be 


ſpread abroad, or the Apoſtles had finiſp'd their 


teſtimony z could not preſently apprehend the great 


| force of ibi, teſtimony, which gather'd rene, 


with time. I have done all the juſtice J could 
to this argument in the following diſcourſe 5 and 
enlarg d on ſome parts of it, which, though in my 
opinion very confiderable, have not, that I know 
of, been much inſiſted on. And yet, after all, I 
muſt obſerve what 1s hinted at in the diſcourſe, 
that the main weight of this Article of our 
Creed does not reſt upon the teſtimony of the Apo- 
ſtles; but on the witneſs which God bore them 
with ſigns and wonders, and divers miracles, 
and gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, which would have 
indubitably confirm d the dofrine of the reſurrec- 
tion of Feſus, if the firſt publiſhers of it had re- 
ceiv'd it only in the way of revelation, as they 
did other dofrines of the goſpel. And therefore, 
if the teſtimony of the Apoſtles were not of itſelf 
ſufficient, yet, ſurely, fince we have greater wit- 


nes than theirs, even that of the Spirit in its 


miraculous gifts, and the moſt aſtoniſhing ſucceſs 
of our religion, we have no reaſon lo complain, 
as if we were oblig'd, under ſevere penalties, to 


believe things for which we have not anſwerable 


evidence. 


The knowledge of facts being of little or no im- 
portance, but with regard to the conſequences that 
attend them, and the inſtruftions they yield; 1 
have therefore endeavour*d to point out the ſeve- 
ral uſes of this doftrine of our. Lord's reſurrec- 
lion: from which it will appear, that as the 


profeſſed 
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PREFACE. 
profeſſed deſign of the goſpel, in all the parts of 


it, is to make men wile and holy and happy, 
fo the contemplation of this glorious truth is in a 


particular manner 
theſe ends, Z 


admirably adapted to anſwer 
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LVR xxiv. 34. 
. Lord is ri yi en indeed — 


N the day of our Saviour's reſurrec- 
tion, as two of his diſciples were go- 


g ing to a village, called Emmaus, and 
; . together of all that had lately 


3 come to paſs in relation to their maſter, Jeſus 


* himſelf drew near, and went with them; but 
; ' their es were holden, that they ſhould not know 
him. By which nothing more ſeems to be meant, 
than cha their ſorrow had ſo engroſs'd their 


attention, or the appearance of their maſter from 


the dead was ſo entirely unexpected, that they 
made no obſervation of his perſon. Nor, du- 
ring the reſt of the converſation, in which 
be expounded to them from the ſcriptures the things 
concerning himſelf, as the promiſed Metab, did 
it once enter into their thoughts, that it was he; 
till, having accepted their invitation to {pe nd 
the evening with them, he was known to them ' 
in breaking of bread. Indeed, whil? he was Open- 
ing to them the ſcriptures, on the way, their 
hearts burned within them, as they afterwards 


take notice; they were ſenſible of a peculiar and 
divine virtue, in what he ſaid; which at once 
enlighten'd and warm'd them. But when he 


ſat at meat with them, the circumſtances of ma- 
B 5 


2 The EVIDENCE for our 


jeſty and tenderneſs which accompanied the ac- 
tion of breaking of bread, inimitable by any 
other perſon, together with a ſecret and power- 
ful operation of his Spirit, gave the firſt awake- 


ning to their aſtoniſh'd minds; and they no 
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ſooner took the hint, and fixed their eyes a 
little more curiouſly upon him, but they ſaw _ 
plainly, that it was their beloved Lord, with _ 
whom they had been converſing; the ſituation _ 
in which he plac'd himſelf, that they might 
have the better view of him, contributing, we 
may reaſonably ſuppoſe, to the diſcovery. But 


why, after they knew him, did he immediately 


vaniſh out of their ſight, æparroc erer ro an au- 
Fp, Ceaſe to be ſeen, by going from them? 


The plain reaſon of this ſeems to have been 
his deſigning to ſhew himſelf in a larger afſem- 
bly that very evening; where theſe two, with _ 


the reſt of the diſciples, would have an oppor- 


tunity of ſatisfying themſelves as fully as they 
could with, On Chriſt's leaving them, hey riſe 
up the ſame hour, and returning to Feruſalem, 
find the eleven gathered together , and thoſe that 
were with them, ſaying, the Lord is riſen indeed, 
and hath appeared unto Simon. Which words 
we cannot well ſuppoſe to have been ſpoken by 


theſe two diſciples to the apoſtles ; ſince, be- 
ſides that the word AETOVT OG» ſaying, is in the 


wrong caſe to be applied to them, it can hard- 
ly be imagined they would have began ſo ab- 


ruptly with Chriſt's having appear'd to Simon 


Peter, when there is not the leaſt mention made 


of it in the preceding hiſtory, Nor, on the 


other hand, can the words have been ſpoken _ 
by the Apo/iles to theſe two diſciples 3 becauſe, 
if they had been perſuaded that the Lord was 
riſen indeed, they would not afterwards, when 


Feſus | 
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SAVvIOUR's RESURRECTION conſider d. 3 


Jeſus came and flood in the midſt of them, have 
been affrighted, and thought that they had ſeen a 
ſpirit. It remains therefore, that we conſider 
theſe words as utter*'d by them that are ſaid to 
have been with the eleven, and who being en- 
ter'd but a little before, were giving them an 


account of what they had heard of this great 
occurrence, at that time the only ſubject of 
their diſcourſe, particularly, of Chriſt's being 
ſeen by Peter ; in the midſt of which relation, 


the two diſciples came in, and heard them fay, 
that the Lord was riſen indeed; after which, 


they alſo proceed to tell the company what 
things were done in the way, and how he was 


known of them in breaking of bread. 


Without going any farther in the hiſtory, or 


| laying the particulars of it together, as related by 


the ſeveral Evangeliſts, and reconciling the ſeem- 
ing differences that are found among them; I 


ſhall immediately paſs to the conſideration of 
the words, having firſt formed them into this 
following propoſition : SN 
It is a certain truth, and capable of the moſt 
ſatisfactory proof, that Jeſus, our Lord, is ri- 
ſen from the dead. 
In the management of this ſubject, I ſhall, 


Firſt, Lay down a few preliminary obſerva- 
tions. „ 5 
Secondly, Set the proof of our Lord's reſurrection 
in the fulleſt and cleareſt light I am able. 


_ Firſt, The preliminary obſervations are theſe. 
The reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt is a fundamen- 
tal doctrine of the goſpel, This doctrine might 
have ſtood firm, tho? it had not been ſupport- 
ed by the teſtimony 4 eye-· witneſſes, as it now 

B 2 is. 


E The EVIDENCE for our 


is, Upon which account, the goodneſs of God | : 
Is to be thankfully obſerv'd, and acknowledg'd _ 


in giving the World ſuch abundant evidence for 


this momentous article; not what is barely ſuf- 


ficient, but more than enough, to convince all 


unprejudic'd perſons. Finally, the nature of the 1 


thing atteſted is not ſuch as to render the teſ- 
timony concerning, 1t incredible, 


1. The reſurrection of our bleſſed Saviour is q 
a fundamental doctrine of chriſtianity. Take. 


away this article, the whole frame of our re- 
ligion falls to the ground. The Apoſtle Paul, 
therefore, takes notice to the Corinthians, that 


it was cy Ipo role, among the firſt things which N 


he had receiv'd, and deliver'd to them, that 
Chriſt roſe upon the third day, according to the 
ſcriptures, 1 Cor. xv. 4, And farther on in the 
ſame Chapter, he ſhews them what would natu- 
rally follow from the ſuppoſition of Chriſt's not 
being riſen; namely, that the Apoſtles were 
falſe Witneſſes, and their preaching vain: And as 
for thoſe who by their teſtimony had been 
perſuaded to embrace the chriſtian religion, 
their f was vain, and they were yet in their 
fins, m a ſtate of guilt and condemnation, for 

any benefit they could receive from the death 
of Chriſt. And therefore, if this were all they 
had to truſt to, they were moſt miſerable, as 


having no juſt and well-grounded expectations 1 


that reach'd beyond the preſent life. 

The importance of this doctrine, is likewiſe 
very ev idently intimatcd in the firſt chapter of the 
Acts of tt, 10 Apoſtles, where the eleven, being up- 
on the choice of a proper perſon to compleat 
their number, ſpecify this as the end or deſign 
of his office, ver. 22. that he might be a witneſs 
wit tem of Chriſt's reſurrection. There are 
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SAVIOUR's RESURRECTION Cconſider'd. 5 
other neceſſary articles of the chriſtian faith, 


which the Apoſtles in their preaching were to 


inſiſt upon; but, waving all mention of theſe, 
the chief buſineſs of an Apoſtle is declar'd to 
be, to witneſs the reſurrection of their maſter : As 
much as to ſay, all the parts of the chriſtian 
doctrine depend on the truth of this ſingle fact; 
for if Chriſt roſe from the dead, *tis an un- 
deniable argument of his being really all that 


he gave himſelf out to be, the anointed of God, 
the redeemer of Iſrael, an innocent and holy 
perſon; that he was zhe ſon of God incarnate, 
and that he died to make ſatisfaction for the 


fins of the world. On the contrary, if he did 


not riſe, he was a deceiver, and we are deceiv' d. 
Without this article, therefore, our faith in 
- Chriſt would not only be imperfect, but as 
mere a fiction as a caſtle in the air. 


2. The doctrine of Chriſt's reſurrection might 


have ſtood firm, tho' it had not been ſupport- 


ed, as it now is, by the teſtimony of eye-wit- 
neſſes. Let us ſuppoſe, our Saviour had told 
his Diſciples that he would riſe again on the third 
day, and aſcend to heaven, without ſhewing 
himſelf to any of them after his reſurrection; 
tho* upon this ſuppoſition they would not have 
had the ſatisfaction of ſeeing their Lord when 
riſen, nor we the ſatisfaction ariſing from their 


teſtimony; yet neither they nor we would have 


had any juſt ground to doubt of his being riſen, 
and aſcended up into heaven. It would have 
been enough, that he foretold theſe things, who 
by his doctrine and miracles while he liv'd, and 
the prediction of his death, with ſeveral ſuch 
circumſtances as could not fall under human 
foreſight, had ſufficiently eſtabliſh'd his character 
of a divine meſſenger. How could he, a man 


of 
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of no learning and education, have taught ſuch 


a doctrine, and performed ſuch works, if he 
had not been of God? If he had not been en- 
dued with a ſupernatural knowledge of events, 
how was it poſſible for him to know, not onl 

that he ſhould be put to death, but that it 


ſhould be at Jeruſalem, and at that particular 


paſſover, to which he was then going? Mat. 
xvi. 21, that one of his Diſciples ſhould betray 
him, pointing him out by this ſign, that it 
was the ſame who dips his hand with him in the 
diſh ? Matt. xxvi. 23. that another, before the 
cock had crow'd twice that night, ſhould thrice 


deny him? Malt. xxvi. 31. that the chief prieſts 


ad ſcribes, ſhould condemn him to death, and 
yet nat execute their own ſentence, but deliver 
him to the Gentiles (i. e. to the Romans) to mock, 
and to ſcourge, and to crucify him? Matt. xx. 
18, 19. Theſe things, coming to paſs exactly 
as foretold, were a demonſtration of a ſpirit 
of prophecy in him that foretold them; which 


ſpirit aſſiſting him in predicting the time, the 


manner, and circumſtances, of his death, can- 


not, without the utmoſt abſurdity, be imagin'd 


to Jeave him under the power of a deluded ima- 
gination, when, at the ſame time, he as expreſs] 

ſpoke of his refurretion ; or ſuffer him to freak 
of that, as future, ack he himſelf did not 
believe would ever happen. To which things, 
if we add the predictions of ſeveral remarkable 
occurrences after his death, that theſe predic- 
tions were verificd or made good by the event, 
and that he appeal'd to them before-hand as 
proofs of his reſurrection and aſcenſion, (ſuch as 


the deſcent of the holy Ghoſt, the deſtruction of 


Jeruſalem, and the + Receh of the Goſpel: if, 1 
ſay, we add the conſideration of all this to what 


was, 
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2 was before mention*d) we ſhall be forced to ac- 
knowledge, that the proof of Chriſt's reſurrection 
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SAVIOUR's RESURRECTION Conſider d. 7 


would have been very ſatisfactory to all reaſon- 


able perſons, even tho' there had been none of 
his acquaintance- who could ſay they had ſeen 
him after he was riſen; and we might have ap- 
plied to theſe things in general what our Lord 


{ſpoke on a particular occaſion, I tell you before it 
is come to paſs, that when it is come to paſe, ye 
may know that I am be, John xiii. 19. I take 
notice of this, to ſhew the diſingenuity and 
groundleſneſs of an inſinuation made by ſome, as 


i! there were too much cauſe to ſuſpect the truth 
of Chriſt's reſurrection from what is ſaid, As 
x. 41. That God ſhewed him not to all the people, 
" + but unto witneſſes choſen before by bim. Without 
ö entering into the reaſons of this conduct of divine 
, providence, (that is, why Chriſt, being riſen, ap- 
Pear'd to a ſelect number, and not to the body of 
tte Jewiſh people, to friends, and not to ene- 
mies, ) or inſiſting on an obſervation, however 
juſt, that the oppoſition here intended is not 
pProperly of a few to many, or of friends to foes, 
- but of perſons; qualified to give witneſs in this 


matter, having been well acquainted with Jeſus, 
to thoſe that were not; I ſhall only defire you to 


reflect that this is ſo far from juſtitying thoſe who 


ſhall call in queſtion the reſurrection of our Sa- 


viour, that if there had not been a ſingle perſon, 


who could affirm he had convers'd with Chriſt 
after his return to life again, yet (having never 
promis'd that he would be ſeen by any after 
his reſurrection, which muſt likewiſe be ſup- 
pos'd) what went before our Saviour's death, and 
what followed, being impartially conſider'd, 
would amount to a very plain proof of his being 
riſen, and aſcended to the right hand of God. 
Wherefore, 2. The 


8 _ The EVIDENCE for au- 


3. The goodneſs of God is to be thankfully 
obſerv'd and acknowledg'd in giving the world 
fuch abundant evidence for the truth of this mo- 


mentous article; being, not barely ſufficient to ; 


convince all unprejudic'd perſons, but more than 


enough to this end. Herein, our gracious Gd 
hath conſulted the weakneſs of human nature, 


and complied with the diffidence of the human 


heart; hath left all thoſe without excuſe, who 1 
will not ſee what is ſo manifeſt and obvious, and 


provided for the fulleſt aſſurance of humble ſouls z 
that, as the proof of this great truth is abundant, 
ſo their faith, and hope, and joy, might be the 
fame. The author of ſome late papers on this 
ſubject, hath ſhewn, with a clearneſs of reaſoning, 
which approaches demonſtration, that the evi- 
dence for the truth of this fact, by which all 
mankind were to be influenc'd, and not the na- 


tion of the Jus only, would have been lefſen'd 


by Chriſt's appearing publickly, whether it be 
ſuppos'd that many of thoſe. to whom he ap- 
pear'd, continued obſtinate in their infidelity, 
which is not impoſſible, or all the Fews with one 


voice had believed in him. But, ſhould we grant 


that the evidence would have been vaſtly greater 
on that ſuppoſition, as, perhaps, we mult grant, 


that God in his providence could have made it 


ſo, by a concurrence of extraordinary circum- 
ſtances, or by employing ſome other means; 
even ſo great as to overbear the moſt ſtubborn in- 
credulity : yet, foraſmuch as the evidence vouch- 
ſafed exceeds what could have been demanded by 


any reaſonable perſon, and the evidence requir'd 


by our modern unbelievers, mult be ſuch as to 
Put it out of the power of the moſt unreaſonable 
men to reject it; are we not oblig*d to acknow- 


ledge that God hath taken the way moſt agrees 
EIS able 
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1 able to the goodneſs of an infinitely wiſe Being, 


and the righteous Governor of the world; who, 


while he condeſcends to regard the infirmities of 
his creatures, will not humour their pride, and 
leave no room for the trial and exerciſe of cheir 
virtue. 


4. The nature of the thing atteſted is not 


ſuch as to render the teſtimony concerning it 
incredible. The thing atteſted, is 20e e ſurrektion 
"of Feſus from the dead; which would indeed be 
| altogether incredible, were it either impfble 
for God to raiſe the dead; or, from the reaſon 


3 


of the thing abſurd, to ſuppoſe that he raiſed 
our Saviour z or the fact, tho? in itſelf poſſible, 
would not admit of proof. But neither of theſe 


can be juſtly pretended ; which leaves the teſti- 
1 concerning this fact in its full force. 


It is not F impoſſible for God to raiſe the 


? Far, they that think ſo, err, not knowing the 


ſeriptures, nor the power of God; for the power of 
God being almighty, reaches to every ching that 
Hoes not imply a contradiction 3; which, 'tis plain, 
the reſurrection of the dead doth not. To raiſe 


2 dead body, is nothing elſe but to put life into 


it a ſecond time. And how 1s this any more 
: impoſſible, or difficult, than inſpiring life into it 


at firſt? Were the body reſolv'd into duſt, it 


would be only in the ſame ſtate the body of 
Adam was in before his creation. His bod 

was fram'd out of the duſt; and, for the ſame 
reaſon, as his was taken from duſt which had 
never before been a body; when a body 18 
turned into duſt, what ſhoul' hinder its being 


reſtored to its old form agam? But here che 


body, ſaid to be rais'd, had not ven c 47 75 
had been in the grave but part of three 7s, 
and therefore, ſurely was not ſo unrl wn, 


C but 


10 The EVIDENCE for our 
but that it might be fitted up again by infinite 


wiſdom and power, and become the habitation t 


of the ſoul that formerly liv'd in it, and ac- 


tuated it. And that which ſhews the poſſibi- 
lity of this beyond all modeſt contradiction, is, 
that Chriſt himſelf had rais'd the dead, and 
among others, one that had been dead four 


days, which was a longer time than his body 


lay in the grave. So that all the witneſſes to * 
the reſurrection of the Ruler's daughter, the 
Widow of NVain's ſon, and of Lazarus, who were 
a a mixed multitude, conſiſting of enemies as well 
as friends, might be ſummon'd to give in evi- 
dence, tho' not for the /a of Chriſt's reſurrec- 
tion, yet for the 7o/;vi/ity of it. And why 
might not one reaſon of our Lord's not ſhew- : 
ing himſelf indifferently to all the Jews after 
his reſurrection, be, that they had render*d ?L 
themſelves unworthy of luch a condeſcenſion by 


the no-uſe, or even ill uſe, they made of his 

raiſing other dead perſons in the publick view? 
(2.) As the reſurrection of Jeſus is not a thing 

impoſſible; ſo neither in the reaſon of things 


abſurd to ſuppoſe. On the contrary, it is highly 
_ credible, that the Son of God being deliver'd 
into the hands of witked men, to be crucified and 
Hain, he ſhoald take that life again which he 
voluntarily laid down for the fins of the world, 
that Hereby his own innocence might be cleared, 


the truth of his religion vindicated, and ſeveral! 


other great and valuable ends anſwer'd. This 
I fay is highly credible, ſince ſo excellent a a 
perſon cannot but be dear to God, and in giving 
teſtimony. to him, by raiſing him from the dead, 
| God at the ſame time gives teſtimony to his 
own truth, diſplays the greatneſs of his power, 


J 
I. 


and preſents the world with a very illuſtrious 
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and uſeful ſcene of providence ; inſomuch, that 


to aſſert the reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt, con- 


ſidering him as the perſon the ſcriptures declare 
him to be, is to aſſert a thing altogether worthy 


of God. It may be objected, that God ſaw not 
fit to raiſe any of the ancient Prophets, who 


were perſecuted and ſlain for the truth. And 
why muſt Jeſus have this peculiar honour? The 
anſwer is eaſy, that the two caſes differ widely. 


They were only reſtorers of an old religion, 
Feſus was the teacher of a new; a lawgiver as 
well as reformer, and to be acknowledg'd ſuch, 
not by the nation of the Jes only, but by all 


mankind. He was a perſon in dignity vaſtly 


ſuperior to any of the ſons of men, and he was 


a public perſon; his death being in the nature 


of a univerſal expiation, his reſurrection of a 
univerſal pledge. And, perhaps, if we lay aſide 


"theſe two laſt conſiderations (viz. the dignity, 
and publickneſs of our Saviour's perſon) any 
other might not have been thought weighty 
enough to occaſion ſuch an extraordinary act 
of providence, as raiſing Chriſt from the dead, 


never more to ſee corruption; which thoſe chriſtians 


will do well to reflect upon, who, while they 
believe the reſurrection of Jeſus, eſteem him to 


have been a mere man, and his death no more 
than an example of patience, 


| and conſtancy in 
ſuffering for the truth. = 
(3.) The reſurrection of Chriſt is not only a 


thing poſſible, but attended with ſuch circum- 
© ſtances as to admit of the moſt undeniable proof 
after the manner of other facts. 
turns upon this ſingle queſtion, viz. whether a 
* perſon may not be certain of the truth and reality 


The whole 


of things, For which be hath all the evidence that 
give him? may not any one be ſure 
| C 2 that 


2 


12 The EVIDENCE for on 
that he ſees and converſes with thoſe that are 


well known to him? that what he ſees and hears 


and feels, is not a deluſion? now if this be too 
plain to be made a queſtion, then it is every whit 
as plain, that our Lord's reſurrection was what 
his Diſciples might be certain of; being a mat- 


ter of ſenſe, and ſubject not to the trial of one 


of the ſenſes only, as fight or hearing, but of 


ſeveral, all agreeing in the ſame report; not 


for once, but at different times; not for a little 
while, but for the ſpace of forty days. There- 
fore, St. John begins his firſt epiſtle thus, That 


which was from the beginning, which we have 


Beard, which we have ſeen with our eyes, Which 
we have look*d upon, and our hands have handled 
of the word of life, — declare we unto you. As 


St. Luke does the Acts of the Apoſiles after much 


the ſame manner, The former treatiſe have I made, 


8 . . . 
EEE 8 
E N ual 


O Theophilus, of all that Jeſus began to do and 7 


teach until the day in which he was taken wn, 
after that he through the holy Ghoſt had given 


commandments unto ihe Abel whom he bad 


choſen, to whom alſo be ſhewed pimfelf alive af- 
ter his paſſion by many infallible proofs, being ſeen 


of them forty days, and ſpeaking of the things } 


pertaining to the kingdom of God. What were 
theſe many infallible proofs to which St. Luke 
refers? why they ſaw him face to face, had fa- 
miliar diſcourſe with him, eat and drank to- 
gether. That he was not an unbodied fi pectre 
or apparition, as they were ready to fancy, 
they might be convinc'd from the argument 
he himſelf made uſe of, Handle me, and ſee, © 
for a ſpirit hath nos fleſh and bones as ye ſe me 
have; and when he kad thus ſpoken, he fhewea 
them his hands and his feet. Luke xxiv. 39, 40. 
And as they had no reaſon to queſtion whether 
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it was a body, and not a ſpirit, that they con- 
vers'd with, ſo they had as little reaſon to 
doubt, whether it was the body of their cru- 
cified maſter; ſince, beſides the print of the 
nails, which was viſible in his hands and his feet, 
they had been too long and too well acquaint- 
ed with him before his death, as well as too 
intimate with him after his reſurrection, not to 
be able to tell, whether it was the ſame per- 


ſon. Thoſe whom he choſe to be witneſſes of 
his reſurrection were not ſtrangers, but perſons 


thoroughly acquainted with him, his domeſtick 


ſervants, and conſtant followers 3 and therefore, 
when a twelfth Apoſtle was to be choſen, to 
be a witneſs with the reſt of Chriſt's reſurrec- 
tion, that there might be no manner of excep- 
tion againſt him on this account, they very 
prudently lay down this qualification, Acts. i. 


21, 22. Wherefore of theſe men who have accom- 
' panied with us all the time, that the Lord Feſus 
dent in and out among us, beginning from the 
. baptiſm of Fohn till the ſame day that he was 
' taken up from us, muſt one be ordained to be a 
witneſs with us of his reſurrection. How could 
they have us'd more care to obviate all ob- 
jections in this matter? This ſhews that the A- 
poſtles could not be deceiv'd through ignorance, 


miſtaking one perſon for another, nor through 
ſtrength of fancy and conceit, taking that for a 
real perſon which was only the ſhadow of one, 
or the creature of their own brains ; ſince both 
theſe ſuppoſitions are precluded, the former by 
their perfect knowledge of him, the latter by 
their open, and near, and frequent converſe 
with him; which made it impoſlible they ſhould 
be deluded, unleſs we ſuppole them to be mad- 
men, which both their writings and their con- 
duct 


14 The EVIDENCE for our 
duct ſufficiently diſprove z not to add, that if 


they were mad, the world muſt have been till 


madder to hearken to their frantick ſtories. * 
By the way, I would here obſerve the ground 


upon which the Apoſtles are called choſen wwit- 
neſſes; they were not choſen as perſons that 


might be more ſafely truſted with a ſecret, and 
better fitted to carry on an impoſture ; but 
that the relation of this important fact, might 
be leſs liable to cavil, when it came from ſuch 
competent witneſſes ; perſons that could ſpeak 
with the greateſt certainty, and were therefore 
choſen preferably to all others; ſo that the 


thing we leam from that famous paſſage, 


AFfs x. 41. is the ſingular caution that was 
us'd in this affair, that there might be no han- 
dle miniſter*d for ſuſpicion, whether they that 
publiſhed the reſurrection of Chriſt, ſuppoſing 


them clear of an intention to deceive others, 


might not be deceiv'd themſelves. When all 


* What farther clears the diſciples from the charge of En- 
thuſiaſm, is this, that if it had been only ſtrength of ima- 
gination, and weakneſs of judgment, that drew them in to 
think and report, that their maſter was riſen, his body, not- 
withſtanding this miſtake of theirs, would have been re- 
maining in the grave; and ſo, there would have been no need 
for the ſoldiers being ordered to ſay, that his Diſciples 
came by night, and ſtole him away. It is plain from hence, 
that the body was miſſing; whether rais'd from the dead, 
or convey d away by his friends. Will the enemies of our 
religion join with the Jewiſh council in their charge a- 
gainſt the Diſciples, as having ſtolen him away? But then, 
who does not ſee, that the Diſciples muſt have known him 
not to be riſen? And therefore, are not to be conſider'd and 


treated as weak people, under a deluſion; but as cheats and 


impoſtors, whole aim was to make the world belicve what 
they did not belicve themſelves: A ſuggeſtion, which is 
fully anſwer'd under the ſecond head. On the other hand; 
if the Diſciples did not {real him away, thoſe that can, are 
deſir d to accoun! for his being emov'd out of the ſepul- 
chre, any other wiſe chan by granting his reſurrection. 
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cerning this matter are laid together, and im- 
# 3 conſider'd, any ſuch ſuggeſtion as Us 
will appear entirely groundlefs.-—— — 
F Having laid down theſe preliminary obſerya- 


tions, I now paſs on, 


Secondly, To the direct — of our Lerche 


I And here I ſhall argue from the 


number of the witneſſes ; their character; their 
. ſtedfaſtneſs in the teſtimony given by them; 
from a compariſon of the witneſſes before, with 
_ themſelves after, the time they affirmed Chriſt 
to be riſen; the deſcent of the holy ghoſt upon 
them; and finally, from the conſequence of their 


| teſtimon both what they might probably have 
3 I 

that which atuilly followed. By any one who 
| ſeriouſly weighs all theſe things, I am perſua- 


if they had been falſe witneſſes, and 


ded, the Enidence for the truth of our Saviour's 
reſurrection will be acknowledged as great as 
the importance of it. 

1. The Truth of this memorable fact may 


F | be preſum'd from the number of the witneſſes. 
f 
; 


| This, at leaſt, is one good ſtep towards the proof 
of it. The 7welve Apoſtles were the principal 
evidence, a number ſufficient to aſcertain the 
fact, if no more were to be produc'd. But, in 
the Ads of the Apoſtles, Chap. i. ver. 9, and 15. 
we read of a hundred and twenty, who were eye- 
witneſſes to the aſcenſion of Feſ#s ; a privilege, 
that will abundantly compenſate for any ſup- 
poſed defect in the teſtimony of ſome of x 
on account of their not having the ſame exact 
and full knowledge of Chriſt's perſon as the 
Apoſtles had; for granting they had not, yct 


when they affirm themſelves to have ſeen a per- 


lon, 
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had good reaſon to think from their own ac- 


16 The EVIDENCE for our 
ſon, who paſt for Jeſus Chrift, (and, was, they 


quaintance with him, the very ſame) taken up 
into heaven; as we muſt allow the aſcenſion of 


this perſon, aſſuming the name of Jeſus, to be 


a proof of his being the perſon ſo call'd ; fo 
the teſtimony of theſe hundred and twenty con- 
cerning Chriſt's aſcenſion may, and ought to, . 
be regarded as equally ſtrong for his reſurrection, 
which is preſuppos'd by the former, We can 
go yet farther ; for St. Paul tells us that Chriſt 
was ſeen by above five hundred brethren at once, 
and that the greater part of them were alive 
at that time, tho ſome of them were fallen aſleep, 
1 Cor. xv. 6. Now this Apoſtle was too wiſe, 
not to ſay too good a man to have affirmed _ 
this, if it had not been true, becauſe it had 
been a very eaſy thing to have diſprov'd him. 
He could not have had the face to have told 
the Corinthians, who were Chriſtians, (and ſo muſt 
know, or have opportunities of knowing, if he 
ſpoke truth) that the greater part of five hun- 
dred perſons, then living, vouch'd the reſur- 
rection of Chriſt, and publickly declar'd that 
they had ſeen him, it indeed there had been 
no more than the twelve Apoſtles, and a few 
others, that ſtood forth as witneſſes of this fact. 
He could not expect to be believed in this caſe - 
on his bare Word; and therefore had more 
ſenſe than to appeal to Witneſſes that were not 
in being; ſince the Corinthians had nothing to 
do but to call for their Names, and the place 
of their abode, and there had been an end of 
his confidence, and his argument, together. We 
may therefore reſt ſatisfied that at the time of 
St. Paul's writing his firſt epiſtle to the Corinthians, 
(which is ſuppos'd to have been about the 22 
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2? SavioUR's RESURRECTION C0n{ider'd. 17 
of our Lord fifty ſeven ; that is, not much more 


Thar. twenty years after his death) there were 


ſome hundreds of witneſſes, either true or falſe, 
pf Chriſt's reſurrection. And that they were 
not falſe, but true witneſſes, may, with a high 
degree of probability, be infer'd from their 
number. For, firſt, it can hardly be thought 
that fo many would agree in a known falſehood, 
From which they had no advantage to hope for ; 
YT ſay, in a known falſehood, it being next to 
Impoſſible that in a matter of fact, and ſo cir- 
_rumſtantiated as that was, they ſhould be de- 


ceiv'd: for which reaſon, if Chriſt was not riſen, 


his reſurrection muſt be a fable of their own con- 


triving. And how unlikely is it that ſo many 


ſhould conſpire together to tell a moſt ſolemn 
Aye, out of pure love to it, or merely for lying- 
ſake? Again, the greater the number, the greater 


muſt be the difficulty of preſerving a harmony 
and conſent among them; and where the num- 


ber is ſo conſiderable, as in the preſent caſe, 


and the harmony ſo entire, their agreement is 
too remarkable for any reaſonable man to ſup- 
Poſe it could proceed from any thing elſe but 
truth, which is naturally attended with conſiſ- 
tency and uniformity, while a lye as naturally 
begets an inconſiſtent variety. That which 


finiſhes this argument from the number of the 
witneſſes is, that if the reſurrection of Jeſus had 


been a fabulous ſtory, they who invented ir, and 
were the head managers of the cheat, would 
not have admitted ſo great a number into the 
ſecret; becauſe the likelihood of keeping the 
lecret would be proportionably leſs, as the 
number entruſted with it was greater. In a for- 
gery, the more there are who know it, ſo much 


the more danger is there of its being diſcover'd. 
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18 The EVIDENCE * our 
The perſons that made up the confederacy would 


have been jealous of each other (as brethren in N 


iniguity are wont to be, when a pardon with 
a reward is offer'd to him that ſhall convid: | 
the reſt) and, out of fear they ſhould be be. 
tray*d, would have been tempted to be the | 
firſt to betray. The Apoſtles could not but”? 


know this and have reflected, that of twelve, | 


which was their number, one, out of a princ'Y ; 
ple of avarice, was a traitor; and therefore 11 


caſe, when they attempted to convert the worl: } 
to the belief of their maſter's reſurrection, they 
had known it to be a rallity, they would neve. 
have engag'd five hundred in the ſame plot, but 
contenting themſelves with a ſmall number fo 
witneſſes, "to the end they might be more ſat: 3 


from detection) would have endeavour'd to dra 


in others upon the credit of their report. N. 
other account, then, can be given of ſuch : 

number of witneſſes than that they were one 
ous to their own integrity, and real, not coun} 


terfeit, witneſſes of what they affirm; this 


the argument from the number of the witne! | 
les, 


will be found to add mighty weight to thei 
teſtimony. They were men of great honeſty ang 
fimpliciiy. As honeſt men, they could not d. ſi 
ſuch a notorious cheat, as this of impoſing ti 
belief of Chriſt's reſurrection upon the wor! 
muſt have been, if the fact was not true; 4 
men of uncommon plainneſs and ſimplicity, the 
would not have been ae to do this, if the 
had deſign'd and endeavour'd it. 

(I.) They were men of an honeft character 


and as ſuch could not deſign ſuch a notortioi 


cheat as this of impoſing the belief of Chriſt 


reſurre&io! 


1 . e . 


2. I ſhall now conſider their character, which 
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reſurrection upon the world would have been» 
if the fact was only pretended. Their cha- 
racter in this regard was ſo well eſtabliſn'd, and 
their behaviour ſo irreproachable and inoffen- 
ſive, that we do not hear their bittereſt enemies 
gobjecting any thing to their moral conduct. The 
Freaſon is, that they 
have been ſometimes repreſented as a company 
of fools, or whimſical perſons, as men under a 
deluſion; but not as vitious and immoral. Their 
wrilings may be appeal'd to for a proof of the 
contrary, in which there are all the marks 
of a genuine virtue and piety, of the molt ge- 
nerous charity to mankind, and the moſt up- 
right intentions that writings can carry in them. 
8 may the credit they met with in the world; 
ſince, if their converſation had not been fair and 
unblameable, free from all appearance of a ſen- 
ſual diſpoſition, and of low and treacherous de- 


have no handle for it. They 


4 ſigns, they could never have found ſo good a 


reception among the moſt virtuous, and have 
made ſo many converts, among others, to prac- 
\Frical godlineſs, and a heavenly life; beſides 
which, they had no gain to make, no intereſt 
to ſerve by a fraud, (as ſhall be afterwards ſhewn) 
which cunning, deſigning men, who at bottom 
Fhave nothing of goodneſs in them, never fail 


cle of ee There is therefore very good 
chi reaſon, why we ſhould let them paſs for Honeſt 


men. Upon which, I proceed to argue thus. 
Alf they were honeſt men, they were certainly 
A credible witneſſes: for they appeal in the moſt. 
ſolemn manner to the righteous and omniſcient 
2 God, for the truth of what they ſay, which none 


eg but men far advanc'd in wickedneſs would have 
OY done, knowing it to be falſe ; they deliver their 
I'S teſtimony in the name of God, and vouch his 


D 2 


authority 


20 The EVIDENCE for our 
7 authority for the doctrine they taught; profeſ- 
3 ſing themſelves to have receiv'd it from heaven, 
7 and aſſerting the reſurrection of their maſter, 
1 as well as pretending to work miracles by che 5 
finger of God, in confirmation of it. This, ? 
== | ſay, is what men of common honeſty would 
1 not have done, ſuppoſing they knew it to be [ 
1 all a fiction; becauſe, as the Apoſtle Paul ex- 
i preſſes jr, if Chriſt were not riſen, they were found 
I" faije witneſſes of God, having teſtified of God thai © 
W de raifd up Chriſt, whom be rais'd not up; 1 Cor. 
15 xv. 15. But beſides this impiety towards God, in 
A affixing his tremendous name to a known un- 
= truth, they muſt have been ſome of the worſt 
| of men on another account; I mean, in endea- 


vouring to delude the world, when that delu- 


7 lion malt be ſo fatal to them. They could not 4 
* but be aware of the ruine it would bring on 
. great numbers of thoſe who ſhould embrace 
. their cauſe ; foreſecing which, they would become 
= chargeable with all this miſchief, and mult be * | 
1 pronounc'd void of all humanity, in direct op- 
8 poſition to the notion which their doctrine and 
I their lives would give one of them. But now. 
ling 1 if there be no foundation for ſuch hard thoughts 
Hh, of the firft preachers of chriſtianity, as if they 
were deſtitute of all regard to God or men, we 
5 muſt confeis there is none for calling in queſtion 
1 their teſtimony concerning the reſurrection of : 
* 1 el . * 
. SED (2.) They appear to have been men of un- 5 
i 4 | Dn plainneſs and Simplicity 3 ſo that if they 1 
5 had been minded to put a cheat on the world, 
=: they were not fitted for ſuch an adventure. They x 
Mi nad been obſcurely educated, were ignorant of 
F! the arts of leading a multitude, and of mana- | 0 


" ging the paſnons of men, ſo as thereby to caſt 
Wh a 3 
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2 Saviour's RESURRECTION conſider' d. 21 
{- 7 cloud before their underſtandings. Nay, they 
„ do not ſeem to have receiv'd from nature any / 
r, gifts for this purpoſe. They did not abound in 
ne that craft which is requir'd to the 8 on 
1a publick impoſture; (if we may gueſs by the 
1d plainneſs of their outſide, their artleſs manner 
be of converſing with the world, and the ſpirit of 
x. } ſimplicity that reigns in all they have written) 
nd or they abound in it to ſuch a degree, as un- 
"at der an appearance of openneſs, which is not to 
be ſeen thro? by the moſt ſagacious obſerver, 
2 to conceal the greateſt cunning and reſerve that 
© ever was. But, if the Apoſtles and firſt Preach- 
ers of Chriſt's reſurrection were ſuch very cun- 
ning men, why had they not ſhewn it in dreſ- 
ſing up another ſort of fable, which would have 
been more pleaſing to the world, and more 
2 beneficial to themſelves? At leaſt, ſuch cynning 
men would never have embark*d in ſo deſperate 
: 4 deſign, and embroiPd themſelves in ſo man 
: difficulties and dangers, as, in the ſequel, will 
appear to have attended the preaching of a cru- 
cified and a riſen Jeſus. The ſum is, that the 
character of the witneſſes, as honeſt and plain 
men, renders their teſtimony altogether cre- 
23. It is a great acceſſion to the ſtrength of 
this argument, that they were ſo ſteady and un- 
of Haben in their teſtimony ; were never known to 
_ 2 flinch from the cauſe they were engag'd in, and 
to deny what they had once affirm'd that they 
2 were not diſcourag'd by all the inconveniences 
and hardſhips they went through, which were 
not a few; were in nothing terrified by the 
threats of their adverſaries, nor to be ſilenc'd 
by any thing but death; not by the fear, not 
by the pain of it, but by death itſelf, which, 


at 


$2 TI'S EVIDENCE for our 
at the ſame time, that it cut off their teſti- 


mony, compleated the evidence of it. To what 1 


can we attribute this conſtancy and perſeverance, 
but to an inward conſciouſneſs that they ſuffer'd 
for the truth? And that, ſuffering for this, they 
ſhould be amply rewarded in another, and better 
world! 2 It is with this view that St. Paul in 
Proving his apoſtleſhip, alledges his ſufferings as 
a yery good argument of it, 2 Cor. xi. from the 
23" to the 28th yerſe. Are they miniſters of Chrift + ? 
J am more; in labours more abundant, in ftripes 


above meaſure, in Priſons more frequent, in deaths © 


oft ; of the Jews five times received J forty ſtripes 
but one, thrice was ] beaten with rods, once was 


T floned, thrice I ſuffer'd ſhiporeck, a night and \ 
a day I have been in the deep; in journey ing often, 
in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils | 


by my 0Wn countrymen, in perils by the heathen, 
in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderneſs, 
in perils in the ſea, in perils among falſe brethren, 
in wearine/s and painfulneſs, in watchings often, 
in hunger and thirſt, in faſtings often, in cold and 
nakedneſs. By all which he infinuates, that the 
falſe Apoſtles would not be content to ſuffer 
after this manner, Whereas, not only St. Paul, 
but all the true Apoſtles uf our Lord were 
called forth to the moſt fiery trials ; which makes 


this Apoſtle ſay concerning himſelf and the reſt 


of his brethren, 1 Cor. iv. 9— 13. I think that 
God hath ſet forth us the Apoſtles laſt, as it were 
appointed unto death,; for we are made a ſyefacle 
to the worid."to angels and to men. Even unto this pre- 
ſent hour, we hunger, and thirſt, and are naked, and 
are buffcted, and have no certain awry Peace. &c. 
Me are the filth of the warid, and the off-{cout ing 


0; ail things unto this Gay. They were charac- 4 
N rid by their boldneſs in danger, and their 
Patience 


Ip 
ve 
I 
3 


3 Saviour's RESURRECTION Conſider d. 23 


patience in tribulation ; inſomuch, that inſtead 


of ceaſing to ſpeak in the name of Jeſus, as their 
enemies by the cruelleſt uſage endeavour'd to 
make them do, it was matter of rejoicing to 
7 them, that they were counted worthy to ſuffer 
2 ſhame, and reproach, and death for his name. 
This firm adherence of ſo many perſons to the 


* cauſe of Chriſt, their brave contempt of pain 


and poverty, of hunger and nakedneſs, of im- 


priſonment and death, (evils ſo much dreaded 
by the generality of mankind !) would have 


been very ſtrange, if it had been only for their 
belief that they had ſuffer'd ſuch things, and a 
© probable argument that the Spirit of Chriſt ani- 
N mated and aſſiſted them in an extraordinary 
manner. But to this a plauſible anſwer might 
have been return'd, by inſtancing in thoſe who 
under the power of deluſion have ſhewn the 
2 greateſt fearleſſneſs of mind, and born up againſt 
torments and death with an invincible courage 
and reſolution. Whereas, the argument from 
the conſtancy of the Apoſtles in ſuffering, will 
not admit of any ſuch evaſion; for it being a 
1 matter of fact that they teſtified (not a bare per- 
ſuaſion, or opinion, to which they adher'd) 
namely, that Chriſt was riſen, and that they 
had ſeen, and convers'd with him after his re- 
ſurrection, they could not poſſibly be deluded, 


(as was prov'd before) but muſt know what 
they affirmed to be true, or falſe. If they knew 
it to be true, we have what we are arguing 
tor: If it be ſaid, that they knew ir to be falſe, 
the anſwer is eaſy, that 'tis altogether incre- 
dible that ſuch numbers would be 1o obſtinate 
in the defence of a known falſehood, that no 
terrors would affright them, no flatteries or 
offers would bribe them; but they ſhould con- 

| _ tinue 
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tinue in the ſame ſtory, 'when they had nothing 


to get by it, and for the fake of it muſt quit 
all that is valuable in this life; not to men- 


tion the hazard they would run of plunging 
themſelves into greater miſeries after death. 
Such a conduct as this is ſo prodigiouſly ab- 
ſurd and fooliſh, that we can never imagine any 
man in his ſober ſenſes, and much leſs ſo many 
men (having all the appearance too of conſi- 


derate perſons) to be guilty of it. Upon this f 


account, we are to diſtinguiſh between the 


ſufferings of the witneſſes to Chriſt's reſurrec- ? 


tion, and of thoſe who receiv*d it on their te- 
ſtimony. For though the patience and ſtedfaſt- 


neſs of theſe latter may be improv'd as an ar- 
gument of their being in earneſt perſuaded of 
the truth of Chriſt's reſurrection, and of the FÞ 
Apoſtles being competent and credible witneſſes F 


of a thing which they would otherwiſe have 
been hardly able to bring the world to the 
belief of; as likewiſe that the Apoſtles were 
more than pretenders to a power of working 


miracles ; nay, though to one who conſiders the | 
matter all round, ſuch numerous examples of 
the nobleſt fortitude are indications of a ſuper- 
natural power and aſſiſtance : yet it muſt be 
own'd, that they do not ſo immediately evince 
the truth of this particular fact, as theirs wha |} 
openly appear'd and ſuffer'd, as eye-witneſſes,“ 
of our Saviour's reſurrection; which (I repeat it) 

they would never have done, without being aſſur d 
of the truth of it. Being aſſur'd of this, they | 
had not only the ſupport of a good conſcience, | 
but of a future, moſt glorious recompence, which | 
made them triumph over all the malice of the | 


world; ai. rejoice in the immortality of their 
Cauſe, as their own. 


4. Let . 
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4. Let us compare the witneſſes before, with 
4 themſelves after, the time they affirm'd Chriſt 
to be riſen ; and we ſhall be convinc'd by the 
remarkable change in their notions, and temper, 
and conduct, that their Lord was riſen from 
the dead, they ſaid. This part of the ar- 
gument having been little conſider'd, I ſhall be 
the larger upon it, and endeavour to ſhew the 


force of it in ſeveral inſtances. 


(I.) They were once ignorant and unappreben- 


J five; as, indeed, might well enough be ex- 


Jpected from the meanneſs of their birth, and 
breeding. and the nature of their occupations, 
being many of them poor fiſhermen. Their 


maſter reproaches them with the dulneſs of their 
: 1 in matters chat did not require 


any great reach to apprehend; and, which is 


more, they themſelves have in their hiſtory, re- 
corded inſtances of this, though ſo little to their 
-bwn honour, Matt. xv. 16. Mark vil. 18. This 
js the true character of the firſt publiſhers of 
Chriſtianity. And whence then (to aſk the fame 
* Queſtion concerning them which was once aſk'd 
concerning their maſter) had theſe men ſo much 
learning, having never learned, as afterwards to 
preach the moſt excellent dofrine that ever was? 


1 doctrine ſo rational, ſo divine, ſo every way 

worthy of God, and ſuited to the better 3 
of man, his ſoul, and to the neceſſities of his 
condition, as a fallen creature, that nothing like 
t is to be found in the writings of the Pbilo- 

ſophers? And yet theſe latter were all their days 
us d to ſtudy and ſpeculation, while the former 
rom mending their nets, were called to be fibers 
men, and, without any preparation after the 
bſual methods; ſurpriz*d the world, till then 
buried 1 in darkneſs; with the heavenly light of 
. E | their 
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their doctrine. Theſe Galileans, as their ene- 
mies called them in contempt, Acts ii. 7. Theſe 
men of low and groveling thoughts, taught 
their hearers a religion that excelled any which 
they or others had ever before known ; and, 
which makes the thing more extraordinary, a 
religion very different from that which they had 
been brought up in: for to any one that ſhall 
compare the Fewiſh and the Chriſtian religions 
together, how low and carnal will the precepts 
of the one appear, how ſpiritual and exalted thoſe 
of the other? And when they had been trained 
up in ſuch groſs and ſecular notions, without 


the advantage of a liberal education to enlarge 
and brighten their faculties ; when, notwith- 
ſtanding the inſtructions they receiv'd from their 


maſter, they were ſo little improv'd during his 
lite; how comes it to paſs that ſome time after 


they are curd of their ignorance and their pre- 
judices together? and ſhew themſelves to be more 

earned in the ſcience of ſalvation, than men of the 
fineſt parts, and moſt generous education? Does 
not this prove that their knowledge came by in- 
ſpiration? and that this inſpiration was after the 
tine of Chrilt*s reſurrection, according to their 


account of it, and therefore a moſt glorious de- 


monſtration of his being riten ? They were tayght - 
of God, and ſpake as they were mov d by the huly 
Ghoji ; the whole frame of the chriſtian religion 
proclaims it; it was after they became witneſſes 
of our Lord's reſurrection, that they were thus 
inſpir'd, thus divinely taught; from which it 
1s natural to conclude that they were true wit- 
neſſes, ſince *tis contrary to all reaſon to ſup- 
pole that God ſhould enable men to publiſh a ! 


| heavenly doctrine, in conjunction with, and with 
an expreſs deſign to confirm a falſe teſtimony. 
(2.) Once 
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(2.) Once they were unbelieving; afterwards 
fully convinc*d of what they before doubred of; 
or at leaſt pretended to be ſo convinc'd, at a 


time when they could have no inducement to 


make ſhew of ſuch a conviction, if it was not 


real. The reſurrection of Chriſt was ſo far from 


their thoughts, that when he took them aſide, 
and told them very particularly what ſhould 
happen to him, that he ſhould be put to death, 
and that on the third day he ſhould riſe again, 
they underſtord none of theſe things, and this ſay- 
ins was hid from them, neither knew they th? things 
which were ſpoken. Luke xvii. 33, 34. And the 


prediction of Chriſt's reſurrection was not more 


uninlolligiblè to them at this time, than his re- 
ſurrection itſeH was incredible to them afterwards; 


they were as backward to receive the one as 


the other. Their hopes of Jeſus* being the 
Meſſiah, ſeem to have expir*d when he died. The 


: women prepar*d ſpices for the embalming his body, 


which they would not have done, had they ex- 
pected his reſurrection; the account which theſe 
women gave of his reſurrection was entertain'd 
as an idle flory; the two Diſciples travelling 


to Emmaus, own they truſted it had been he that 
* ſhould redeem Iſrael ; as much as to ſay, their 
2 truſt now failed them. When he ſtood in the 


midſt of the eleven, and the reſt that were al- 
ſembled with them, they were ſo far from be- 
lieving him riſen, or from a diſpoſition to be- 
lieve it, as to fancy that they ſaw en Hhirit, 
nay, Thomas, who did not happen to be pre- 
{ent when Jeſus firſt appear'd to them, would 
not believe till he had ſeen in his hand the print 
of the nails, and was invited 40 fut bis finger into 
the print of the nails, and to thruſt his band wito 


bis fide, All this, inſtead of favouring of cre- 


1 dulity, 
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28 The EVIDENCE for our 
dulity, is rather an indication of a contrary ex.. * 
treme. And to what, then, ſhall we attribute 
this ſudden change in the behaviour of Chriſt's * 
Diſciples? That they, who at firſt were ſo 2? 
backward to believe his reſurrection, ſhould ſoon * 
after boldly appear as witneſſes of it? To what 
can we attribute this, but to their being entirely 1 
ſatisfied, by ſeeing and converſing with their 
Lord, that he was indeed rifen from the dead? 
To ſay, they made a ſhew of being fatisfied 
when they were not, is abſurd; becauſe, they 
could have no temptation to do this, and muſt 
have very ſtrong reaſons not to do it. To ſee © 
men at firſt ſo incredulons, and after this ſuch 
firm witneſſes to the truth of a fact they them- 
ſelves eſteem'd incredible, as to venture their 
lives in defence of their teſtimony, is enough 
to convince any one of their ſincerity, who is 
Not an utter ſtranger to this virtue himſelf. 
Which makes me wonder that a late author 
ſhould urge it as an objection againſt our Sa- 
viour, that many of his Diſciples thought he 
could not be the Meſſiah when they ſaw him 
* ſuffer, notwithſtanding his miracles, and fre- 
quent declarations to them that he was the 
Mieſſiah.“ Whereas, from this prejudice, and | 
difidence of the Diſciples on the account of their 
maſter's ſutierings, which were not very recon- [ 
cilable with their idea of Meſſiah the Conqueror, 
*tis natural to argue in a quite contrary way 
from this wretched infidel, and to infer the truth 
of our Lord's reſurrection; of which, if the 
Diſciples had not had very good proof, having 
been fo ſcandaliz'd at his ſufferings, notwith- 
ſtanding the evidence of his miracles, they would 
never have declar'd themſelves perſuaded of it, 
when, by this declaration, and an endeavour to 
n convert 
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convert mankind to the ſame faith, they ſhould 


draw ſuch a ſtorm upon themſelyes from all 
uarters. | | 
(3.) Once they were timorous and poor ſpirited. 
As well as they lov'd their maſter, they had 
not the courage to ſtand by him when he was 
apprehended ; not even he who was naturall 


the moſt fearleſs and reſolv'd of the number, 


and had engag'd to die with him, rather than 
he would deny him. They all fled when they 
ſaw him in the hands of his enemies, and as 
for him that promis'd moſt, he did worſe than 
forſake him, he diſown'd all knowledge of him. 


Should it be ſuggeſted that there is an incon- 


ſiſtency in the character of this Apoſtle, who, 


in defiance of a multitude that came out againſt 


Jeſus, bravely drew his ſword in his quarrel, 
and yet preſently after cowardly denies him; 
not to anſwer, that this ſtart of courage might 
proceed from a ſudden paſſion which his ma- 
ſter's danger had awaken'd in him, it is a ſuf- 
ficient reply, that when St. Peter thus expos'd 
himſelf for his maſter, he thought, or hop'd, 
he would have exerted that divine power, which 
he had ſo often ſeen to attend him, in deli- 
vering himſelf and followers, and confounding 
his enemies, But when, contrary to his expec- 
tation, Jeſus quietly ſurrender'd himſelf into the 
hands of thoſe who ſought his life, his reſolu- 
tion fails him at once; and, remembring what 
he had done to the high prieſt's ſervant, he is 
more afraid than any of his fellow-diſciples. * 

This 


*The traitor-diſciple ſeems to have acted upon the ſame 
view; periuading himſelf that Jeſus would make his eſcape 
from thoſe to whom he betray'd him, by which means, 
he ſhould gratify his covetouſneſs at the ſmall expence, as he 
thought, of a miracle wrought by his maſter ; tor when he 
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This ſhews that our Saviour hi very well 
what was in man, and particularly, in his dif. ! 
ciples, when he tells them, all ye hall be 07 
fended becauſe of me this night : for it is written, 
1 will ſmite the Shepherd, and the ſheep ſhall be 
feattered abroad, Mait. xxvi. 31. Yet behold 
theſe very perſons, as if they were not the ſame 
men, not long after acting a nobler part, and 
diſcovering quite another ſpirit. They are as 
fearleſs as before they were fearful, contemn dan- 1 
gers and death, as much as they before appear'd 
to dread them. And when was it that they 
aſſum'd this courage? At a time when one would 
have thought they ſhould have been quite diſ- 
pirited; and would have been ſo, if they had 
not been ſupported by a ſupernatural fortitude. 
It was after their maſter was taken from them 
that they made appear the greateſt zeal and 
forwardneſs, and the moſt undaunted reſolu- 

tion in his cauſe, And how perfectly unaccount- 
able would this have been, that whom they were 
afraid to own while he was yet living, and 
might have freed himſelf from the power of his 
perſecutors, they ſhould openly confeſs, when his 
enemies had glutted their rage upon him? This, 
I ſay, muſt be perfectly unaccountable upon 
any other ſuppoſition but that of his reſurrec- 
tion. For indeed, if he conquer'd death, and 
thereby prov'd himſelf ſuperior to the malice 
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ſaw that he was condemned; he repented himſelf, and brought 
again the thirty pieces of ſilver to the chief prieſts and el. 
ders, faying, I have ſinned in that J have betrayed innocent 

blood. And he went and hang'd himſeif, Matt. xxvil. 3-5, 7 
Which at once takes off all ſuſpicion of the Diſciples know- 
ing his maſter not to be the man he paſt for, in that he 
would not otherwiſe have been guilty of ſuch a piece of 
horrid treachery. | a 


of 
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of men and devils, they had no cauſe to ſhun 
any hazards, and evils, how great ſoever, for 
his fake. He could fave them from the mouth 
of the lion, and would do it, if he ſaw it pe- 
® ceſſary ; or, at worſt, would reward them with 
ga glorious reſurrection. When we conſider the 
2 Apoſtle Peter, who upon a ſlight accuſation of . 
ga maid-lervant ſaying, This is one of them, de- 
nied his maſter ; and when others repeated the 
2 ſame charge, proceeded fo far as to bind his 
* denial with oaths and curſes; when we con- 


ider him, with the greateſt preſence of mind, 


addreſſing the Fews, and charging them home 


with their guilt in crucifying the Lord of glory, 


All, ii. 23, what can we think but that this 
extraordinary courage had as extraordinary a 
2? caule? and was deriv'd from his Saviour, who 


was once dead, but now riſen, never to die more? 


It was the reſurrection of Chrilt that gave them 
all this aſſurance, and made them triumph over 
the fears of death, as their Lord had done over 
death itſelf. Before I leave this head, I would 
Point out a remarkable place of ſcripture, which 
= equally belongs to two or three of the parti- 
2 culars before mentioned, Ads iv. 13. Now when 
they ſaw the boldneſs of Peter and John, and per- 
ccivꝰd that they were unlearned and ignorant men, 
they marvelled, and they tock knowledge of them, 
that they had been with Feſus. You have here 
* ſome of the proofs of our Saviour's reſurrection, 

before inſiſted upon, briefly ſuggeſted; ſuch as 
the boldneſs and courage of the witneſſes in 

giving their teſtimony, which, conſidering their 
former character, was very obſervable ; their 
diſcourſing in a manner that could be little ex- 

pected from them, not having been bred to 

learning; and laſtly, that they were competent 

| wirneſſes 
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witneſſes of our Lord's reſurrection, having been 
among his intimate acquaintance : And they took 
notice that they had been with Jeſus; they could 
not therefore be deceiv'd, and take another per- 
{on for Chriſt. 

(4.) They were once led away with the vul- 
gar prejudices of their nation, which expected 
a temporal Miaſſiab, tho* meanly born; they were 
aſpiring and ambitious, ſet upon worldly power 
and greatneſs, and dreamt of nothing but titles 
and places under their maſter. There was a 
' ſtrife among them who ſhould be greateſt, Luke 
XX11, 24, Two of them, another time, with their 
mother, ſued for a grant from him that one 
might fit on his right hand and the other on his 
fi in his kingdom, Matt. xx. 21. Theſe falſe Ideas 
with which their heads were fill'd, made them 
unwilling to hear of his ſufferings, becauſe they 
did not know how to make them agree with 
their notions of a worldly kingdom. Even af- 
ter his reſurrection, they were not immediately 
deliver'd from theſe flattering /and viſtonary 
hopes. So much ſeems to be implied in that 
queſtion, Lord, wilt thou at this time reſtore a- 
gain the kingdom unto Iſrael? Acts 1. 6. This 
being the ſtate and poſture of their minds, the 
change afterwards wrought in their temper and 
notions might juſtly occaſion our wonder, did 
we not regard it as the operation of that divine 
ſpirit, which, after the reſurrection and aſcen- 
ſion of Chriſt, was poured out upon them, where- 
by their minds were illuminated, their notions 
and their reliſh of things ſpiritualized, and they 
had a perfectly new ſer of Ideas raig'd in them. 
Now, inſtead of earthly power, and riches, and 
grandeur, they recommend thoſe of a very dif- 
ferent nature, ſuch as faith alone can g 1 

hen 
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I hend, and ſuch as ſuit none but a kingdom that 


is not of this World; they promiſe no other, 
Imey themſelves covet no other; they are hum- 
ble and mortified, and make it their buſineſs to 
inculcate theſe virtues on others. There is no- 
thing that reliſhes of pride and vain-glory, and 
the love of the world, in their preaching or 
in their lives; from whence we learn, that their 
ſentiments of things were very much alter'd ; 
as, upon enquiry into the reaſons of this alte- 
ration, we ſhall be able to reſolve it into no- 
"thing elſe but the reſurrection, and exaltation of 
their Lord, which, together with the ſpirit im- 
| parted to them, gave them another view of 


things, made them ſee their former miſtakes, 


| and qualified them to be the diſciples and 
miniſters of a crucified Jeſus, and, by the ways 


both themſelves and others for future glory. 


e may add, as nearly connected with this 


| particular 


| (5.) That whereas before the 3 of Chriſt, 


Fad for ſome time after, the Apoſtles had much 


the ſame narrow partial conceptions of Almighty 


God, as the God of the Jews only and not of the 
Halen which others of that nation had; by 


degrees, their minds and hearts are ſo enlarg'd, 


that they are willing all men ſhould be admit- 
ted upon the ſame foot of acceptance in the ſight 
of God with themſelves. They are raught 1 no 


whom God had cleanſed, as he had done 58 
forbidden kinds of food by taking off his pro 

hibition from them; and Saufen that they now 
perceive, God is no reſpecter of perſons, but in 
every nation, he that feareth God and worketh 
p | ah is accepted of him, As x. 15, r 
E ea, 
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of meekneſs and poverty of ſpirit, to prepare 
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Yea, they glorify God who had to the Ge | 
tiles alſo granted repentance unto life, Acts xi. 18. 
The goſpel they preached abounds with pre. | 
cepts of the moſt ſublime and extenſive char 1 
2 charity of which they themſelves were mol 
admirable examples, aiming at the ſalvation J 
all mankind, and ſhunning no dangers, grude. ? 
ing no pains arid labour, by which they migh } 3 
bring them to love God, their Saviour, and 
one another. Now, whatever they may thin! 
who are ſtrangers to the hiſtory and charaQte } 1 
of the Jews, ſuch a revolution as this in tk 
ſentiments of men, poſſeſt from their birth wit! 
high Ideas of their being the favourites of bes 
ven, and ſower'd with the 11] uſage they ha. 
met with from their conquerors, will appear no | 
a little ſurprizing to all proper judges of it. Whe: } 
we ſee them quitting the higher ground, or rather i: 
without quitting it, lending others their helping} ; 
hand to raiſe them as high as themſelves, an 
making their veneration for Maſes ſtoop to they 
regard for a perſon who was lately put to deat}! 
in the moſt infamous manner; and when we cor 7. 
fider that this change happen'd after the deat y 
of Chriſt, who in the courſe of his miniſtry ha 'r 
given frequent hints of a new covenant or rel c. 
gion which God was about to eſtabliſh, in thf 
bleſſings and privileges of which all that be) 
liewd in his name would be equally- intereſted 7. 
and had told them, he had many things to ji a 
zo them, which they could not then bear, Jo h 


Xvi. 12. Whoſe want of zeal for ceremonial 1 in; d 
ſtitutions, and the peculiar cuſtoms of that nj t! 
tion, which he ſet no value upon in compar t. 
ſon of moral duties, was, they likewiſe kneyf ei 


one principal article of the crimes laid to HH fe 
Charge by his enemies, on which they corf 
denuf 


Fo Wat 


demn'd him to death: when we put theſe things 


together, no other account will be thought ſo 
, Fprobable, of the change mentioned, as that 
given us by themſelves, viz. that God having 
3 raiſed up Feſus, and in his name ſent the gift of 
the holy Ghoſt upon the Gentiles as well as on the 


Jews, they would not withſtand God, who, by 


- Fthis ſign, had plainly declar'd his good will 
3 towards all the children of men. For this, con- 
ſult the Hiſtory of the As of the Apoſtles, par- 
ticularly in by chapters before cited. — Upon 
' Fthe whole, then, this compariſon of the wit- 
neſſes of Chriſt's reſurrection with themſelves 
does very much ſtrengthen their teſtimony, fince 
we find ſuch differences in the ſame men, as can 
no otherwiſe be accounted for than by ſuppoſing 
the truth of what they affirmed. 


5. The deſcent of the holy Ghoſt at Pentecoſt, 


{is a farther proof of the reſurrection of Jeſus. 


pins This he himfelf before his death had frequently 


ni} encourag*d them to expect; ſee, particularly, 
John xv. 26. When the comforter is come, whom 
I will ſend unto you from the father, he ſhall teſ- 
© tify of me. And ye alſo ſhall be my witneſſes, becauſe 


ye have been with me from the beginning. And 


4 ſo, after his reſurrection, As i. 8. Ye ſhall re- 
ceive power, after that the holy Ghoſt is come upon 


you: And ye ſhall be witneſſes unto me, both in 


4 Feruſalem, and in all Fudea, and in Samaria, and 
4 to the uttermoſt Tart of the earth, Here 1s then, 
a double teſtimony to be conſider'd ; one of the 
holy Ghoſt, the other of the Apoſtles ; and one 
in deſign'd to ſupport, and corroborate the other: 

the holy Ghoſt teſtifying of Chriſt by thoſe ex- 
| traordinary gifts beſtowed on the firſt preach- 
ers of chriſtianity, whereby the Apoſtles and their 
fellow-labourers in the goſpel were aſſiſted in a 


2 moſt 
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moſt effectual manner to witneſs to their Savi— 


our, with whom they had been from the be- 
ginning of his miniſtry. This effuſion of the 
ſpirit was not till after Chriſt's aſcenſion, but 
at once gives evidence to that, and to his re- 
ſurrection too, As ii. 32, 33. This Feſus hath 
God raiſed up, whereof we are all witneſſes 3 and 
being by the right hand of God exalted, and hav- 
ing receiv'd of the father the promiſe of the hol; 
Ghoſt, he hath ſhed forth this which ye now ſee 
and hear, And ſo again, Acls v. 30, 31, 32. 


The God of our fathers raiſed up Feſus, whom 


ye flew and hanged on a tree. Him hath God ex- 


** with his right hand, to be a prince and a 
Saviour; to give repentance unto Iſrael, and for- 


gtveneſs of Sins. And we are his witneſſes of Ibeſe 


things, and ſo alſo is the holy Ghoſt ; whom God 
hath given to them that obey him. Here you ſee 


the teſtimony of the Spirit is repreſented as con- 
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ſpiring with that of the Apoſtles to the reſur- 
rection of Jeſus. The effect of this effuſion of the 


ſpirit was, that the perſons on whom it fell were 
endowed with ſeveral miraculous gifts, among 


which was the gift of languages ; and the Apo- 


ſtles not barely with a more eminent degree of 


_ theſe gifts than other chriſtians, but with a pow- 


er of communicating them by the laying on of 
their hands. Ad, vil. 18. The gift of langua- 


ges was not only a miracle, but a moſt uſeful | 
miracle; being intended to fit the Apoſtles to 
preach the goſpel to all mankind, for whoſe | 
benefit it was equally deſign'd: from whence | 
by the way we learn, both the extenſive nature 


and deſign of the chriſtian religion; and the end 
- of 8 gifts, that they are for uſe, and not 
for oſtentation. It is only as a miracle that 
we now conſider it; and a moſt evident mira- 


1 cle 
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dle it was, undiſputed by thoſe who were then 
# preſent, when the event came to paſs, and were 


the beſt judges. And if it be ask'd, how we 


2? ſhall be ſure that the matter of fact was as it 
is here related? The anſwer is eaſy, that had 
it not been a thing well known, and at that 
time, and in that place, not doubted of, the 
writer of this hiſtory would not have fix'd the 
time and place as he hath done; at Feruſalem, 
the chief city of the Jews, and at he feaſt of 


Pentecoſt, when vaſt numbers of Fews came up 


cout of the neighbouring countries to worſhip at 
the temple; and farther, at that particular feſti- 
val which next enſued after the death of Chriſt : 
a fact ſo aſcertained might have been eaſily diſ- 


prov'd, if the relation had been falſe, It is true, 


| when the Apoſtles were diſpers'd into diſtant 
countries, where they propagated the chriſtian 
faith; their ſpeaking in the language of the 


country where they ſojourned was not, to men 


who were ſtrangers to their perſons, any argu- 


ment of the truth of the facts they related, and 


the doftrines they taught, (becauſe they could 
not be aſſur'd of their not having learned theſe 
languages in the ordinary way) without firſt re- 
ceiving a well atteſted account of what had lately 
: paſt at Jeruſalem. Nor could their character, 
| where they were not perſonally known, nor their 
number, or their exact uniformity and conſtancy 
nin delivering the facts and doctrines of chriſtia- 
: nity, preſently gain them any credit; becauſe 


theſe things could not be immediately known to 
thoſe who were acquainted only with a ſingle 
Apoſtle, by whoſe miniſtry they were converted; 
of whom, and his doctrine, they could therefore 


no otherwiſe make a judgment, but from the 


things which they themſelves ſaw and hear 1. 
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This made it neceſſary that they ſhould produce 
ſome other extraordinary proof; which accor- 


dingly they did, performing many wonderful 


works, and conferring divers miraculous gifts 
on the churches which they had planted in cities 
of the greateſt note. Beſides the ſatisfaction 


which theſe gifts afforded to the perſons imme- 


diately concern'd, they are a very good argu- 
ment to us at this diſtance, who in the epiſtles 
written to thoſe churches, find theſe gifts of the 
holy Ghoſt appeal'd, or refer'd to, as very com- 
mon things, and univerſally acknowledg'd ; which 
we muſt therefore grant them to have been, 
unleſs we can ſuppoſe the writers of theſe epiſtles 
to have been the moſt ſhameleſs and abandon'd 
of men, to talk of things as well-known to per- 
ſons who knew nothing of them; and withal, 
the moſt indiſcreet and unthinking, to put their 
own reputation, and that of their cauſe on a 
great number of men's allowing that to be true, 


which they knew to be falſe ; eſpecially when 


there were thoſe who made it their buſineſs to 


_ undermine the Apoſtles authority among the 


perſons appeaPd to; as was the caſe, in the 


churches of Corinth and Galatia, with regard to 


the Avoſtle Paul. | 
6. The conſequence, or ſucceſs, of their teſ- 


timony is to be conſider'd: Both that which 


they might probably have expected, in caſe they 
had been falſe witneſſes, and that which a2ual- 
ly followed. The moſt probable conſequence, 


and that which they had all the reaſon in the 


world to expect, if it had been a falſity that 
they reported, was, that they ſhould find no 
manner of credit. The actual conſequence was 


the converſion of the world to the chriſtian faith : | 


Which as they would not have had the leaſt 


reaſon | 


I furretion. _ 


* ſure that if let alone at firſt out o 
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27 reaſon to hope for, had not the reſurrection of 


Chriſt been an undoubted matter of fact, ſo it 


N does undeniably prove the fact of our Lord's re- 


(I.) The moſt probable conſequence of the te- 
ſtimony of the Apoſtles, and that which they 


had all the reaſon in the world to expect, if 
tit had been a falſity that they reported, was that 
they ſhould find no manner of credit; or what- 
ever ſucceſs they might have for a little time, 
among a few weak people, and ſuch as were 
fond of novelties, the forgery would ſoon be de- 


tected, their followers fall off from them, and 


they and their cauſe be thenceforward mention'd 
only with contempt. This was the beſt the 

could look for, barely to be deſpis'd and needed. 
It was not likely they ſhould eſcape without 


much worſe treatment, when they had to do 
with ſuch an implacable ſort of men as the Jews 
were, and preached in the hated name of a per- 
ſon whom they had crucified. bar might be 

contempt, 
as ſoon as they ſhould have gather'd any thing 


of a number, and their ſect ſhould threaten to 
prevail, they ſhould be perſecuted with the moſt 


unrelenting rage, and quickly be deſtroy*d. They 
could nor but be acquainted with the fate of 
Theudas and Fudas of Galilee, of whom we read, 
Acts v. 36, 37: Before theſe days roſe up Theudas, 


boaſting himſelf to be ſomebody, to whom a num- 
ber of men, about four hundred join'd themſelves, 


who was ſlain, and all, as many as obey'd him, 
were ſcattered, and brought to nought. After this 
man roſe up Judas of Galilee in the days of the 


taxing, and drew away much people after bim; he 


alſo periſhed, and all, even as many as obey'd him, 
were dijpers'd, The Apoſtles could not be ig- 
| norant 
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norant of this, ſince St. Luke, who wrote the 
hiſtory in which this affair 1s mentioned, was 
one of their particular friends. And as they 
muſt know the unhappy end of theſe impoſtors, 
ſo it muſt be great folly in them to flatter them- 
ſelves that they ſhould have any other ; and 
much greater if, expecting no better, they would 
yet engage in ſo hopeleſs an enterprize. They 


could not have the ſame temptation to try their 


fortune that thoſe other counterfeits had, inaſ- 
much as they ſet up for themſelves, the Apo- 


ſtles for another man; they declar'd for a tem- 


poral power, or, at leaſt, for liberty, and ſo 
might hope for a favourable reception among 
thoſe who were weary of the Roman yoke, and 


big with the expectation of a triumphant Meſſiah: 
The Apoſtles had no proſpect of obtaining a 


welcome, either among Jews or Gentiles for the 


doctrine of a crucified Saviour, which was that 


they propos'd to the world. Should it be ſaid, 
that upon this very account they were leſs likely 
to incur the diſpleaſure of the Romans, who 
would not trouble themſelves about a dead man, 
and an inviſible King, (for what danger could 


there be to the government, if his followers | 


thought Jeſus a King, ſince he was remov'd far 


enough out of the way?) I anſwer, that at leaſt, 


the malice of their own countrymen would be 
the greater againſt them, were it for nothing elſe 


than that the fame of this falſe Meſſiah, as they 


eſteem'd him, would help to divert the expec- 


tation of the true; and that out of hatred to 


the chriſtian cauſe, they would not fail to re- 
preſent the followers, as they had done their 
maſter before them, as enemies to Cæſar; reſt- 
leſs and unſatisfied till they had accompliſh'd 
their deſtruction, as they had done his. Beſides, 


that, 


| of this teſtimony, if it had been falſe; 


not to add, that though he whom 


they muſt have 
wanted common under ſtanding to attempt the 


AT IRE e which they muſt foreſee 
would be but ſhort-liv'd. 


(2.) Having conſider'd the probable conſequence 


FF now enquire what was actually the conſequence 


of it; Vie the converſion of the world ; of men 
of all re ligions, of all ranks and denominations, 
| learned and unlearned, 
an effect, not only extremely improbable, had 
chriſtianity been founded in a lye, but, morally 
impoſſible. 
very juſt, As v. 38, 39. And now T ſay unto 


| you, refrain from theſe men, and let them alone; 


to the chriſtian faith ; 


Gamaliels advice and reaſoning was 


| jor if this counſel or this work be of men, it will 


| come to nought ; But if it be of God, ye cannot 
| overthrow it, leſt haply ye be found even to fight 
| cgainſt God. And very certain it is, that ſuch 
a {e& would ſoon have dwindled to nothing, 
as circumſtances then were, without truth to ſup- 
Port it, and a heavenly protection to guard and 
Þ defend it. 
the kingdom of the Meſſiab, gives the characters 
of it, and the time when it ſhould commence, 
| Dan. ii. 44. And in the days of thoſe kings, (i. e. 
after the Babylonian, and # Medo-DPerſian mo- 


Daniel, in his prophecy, deſcribing 


narchies were deſtroy'd; ; and the Gracian was 


(3 ſplit 
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1 that the Romans were too jealous, both of their 
eſtabliſh'd government, and their eſtabliſh'd re- 
ligion, not to look with an evil eye upon any 


WM 


1 


growing ſect, and to take timely care to ſup- 
| preſs K: 
they call'd their king was not living, yet they 
were, and under pretence of drawing men in to 
advance his ſpiritual kingdom, might ſtir them 
up to do a great deal of miſchief. When their 


views were thus unpromiſing, 


let us 
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n 
the religion of Chriſt ſpread its conqueſts wh 
all ſides; which it could not have done, if, be c 
F 
| c 
| C 
14 
7 
( 
i 


ou it into ſeveral leſſer principalities, ſignified by . 
the boes in Nebuchadrezzar's image) ſhall the C 


Pr 
of beaven ſet rip a kingdom which fhall never h 15 
deſtroyd (which he did under the fourth and lf 'ﬀ 


or Roman monarchy) and the Kingdom fhall 25 
be left tn other people, but it ſhall break in piece 


” 

and conſume all thoſe kingdoms, and it ſhall ſtani 2 
2 (ber. In which words it appears that thiſ , 
 kingd'm of God, or of heaven (as the goſpel-ſtatÞ © ,, 


is often call dh was to be known by two prop C 


perties, its univer/ality, and its everlaſting duration | 257 


And accordingly, within à few years after oup . 
Lord's reſurrection, it grew to be of a vey. 
great extent; as we believe, when the fulneiÞ* i 
of time pointed out by prophecies is come, i} p 


| ſhall be properly univerſal, and he ſtone cut 0 q 


of the mountain without bands ſhall overthronp / 
all adverſe religions and intereſts, and fill th", 
whole earth. The progreſs of chriſtianity wap: ( 
amazing. Converts came flying from all parts fe 
as a cloned: and as doves to their windows, Iſai t 
Is. 8. which may help us to underſtand whap ;; 
is meant when it is ſaid, that with great pow? t 
the Apoſtles gave witneſs of the rejurrection of Je $ 
Chriſt, Acts iv. 33. The meaning is, that thei 

preaching was attended with wonderful ſuccels} | 


ſides the power of truth, an inviſible hand fron 
heaven had not effectually wrought with it. if 


ſingle ſermon of St, Peter's, was the means c. 


converting three thouſand ſouls, and another tw 
thouſand, Within twenty five years after the 
death of Chriſt, the number of believing Fey 
at Feruſal;m only, amounted to many myriad 
and theie too, ſuch as were zealous of the lau 
and ſo had no {mall difficulties to overcome be 
1 for 
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ore they could turn chriſtians. 75 xxi. 20. Some 
A of our Saviour's parables, alluded to this ſur- 
5 prizing ſucceſs of the goſpel ; particularly, the 
a8 parable of % grain of muſtard-ſeed, Matt. xiii. 
41 31, 32. The kingdom of heaven is like a grain of 
0 Imnſtard-ſeed, which a man took and fowed in his 
ec feld, which indeed is the leaſt of all ſeeds, but 
ag when it is grown, il is the greateſt among herbs, 
thi and becometh a trees, ſo that the birds of the air 
carl come and lodge in the vranches thereof. Thus did 
"og © Chriſt fulfil his promiſe, that when lifted up, he 
wi would draw all men after him, John xii. 31. And 
ou what was the time employ'd in making theſe 


a) conquelts ? The rapidity or ſwiftneſs of them 


* is almoſt incredible, and therefore very fitly com- 
1 ber d to lightning, Luke xvii. 24. As the light- 
ning that lightneth out of the one part under heaven, 


Of * ſineth unto the other part under heaven; ſo ſhall 


alſo the /on of man be in his day. Before the 


way "| deſtruction of Jeruſalem, which was leſs than 


IG: forty years from the crucifixion of our Saviour, 
21 the goſpel was to be publiſh d among all na- 
hay lions, Mark X11, 10. and was ſo among the na- 
WF tions or countries ſubject to the Roman empire. 
£/ Some of the earlieſt Rn of the church enu- 
helf merate ſeveral people and countries in Aſia, A.- 
es /rica and Europe, the only quarters of the world 
oi then known, among whom the goſpel was re- 
bet ceiv "0. fone of them exceeding remote from 
my Jer uſe 4 u, from whence it firſt {ct out, and un- 
conquer'd by the Romans. Such was the re— 
Of! ception which the report of Chriſt's reſurrection 
cu met with in the world, An event ſo aſtoniſh- 
the ing, if we conſider a few of its circumſtances, 
"WY as "to prove, beyond all contradiction, the truth 
ad of our Saviour's reſurrection, and the divinity 
au of his religion, T1 ſhall briefly inſtance in fome. 
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againſt all other religions, with which it did not 
allow of any agreement or compoſition. Judaiſn 


aboliſf'd, and yield to the goſpel as a more 
perfect diſpenſation. And as for the idolatrous 


the fame method the 1/raelites did, who are com- 


Falſe x ode, to break their images, and to cut down 


images; both the gods and their images, with 


to affront and undermine the religion of the 
country. Concerning the Athenians and the Ro- 


—TH—___— 


— 


* Mitſii Aayptiac. 


Itſelf, the only true religion before, was to be 


religions of the world, it gave them no quarter. 
They were not indeed to be deſtroy'd by force, 
as the abominations of the Canaanites were: The 
Apoſtles and firſt chriſtians were not to take 


manded at their entrance into Cunt: to de- 
{troy where-ever they came the altars of thel © 


their groves. Exod. xxxiv. 13. But the falſe gods 
were not to be admitted into a partnerſhip with. 


(..) The O, poſition which the goſpel encou- | | 
= ter'd and overcame. All parties were confede. | 
rated againſt it, though upon different motives, | 
Their common quarrel was its declaring war 


* 


9 * 


the true, nor the true God to be worſhipped by | 


all the idle and impious ceremonies belonging ; 
to their worſhip, were to be diſcarded by all] 
that embrac'd chriſtianity 3 theſe being the only] 
terms on which they could be liſted in the num- 
ber of Chriſt's Diſciples. The princes and po-] 
liticians of the world would be ſure to oppoſe}. 
this new religion from maxims of ſtate, and be- 
cauſe of the dangerous conſequence of innova- 
tions in theſe matters. Hence, all nations, Greets, 
Romans, and even the moſt barbarous people, 
have by publick laws made it a very high crime 


9 n 


mans tis obſerv'd, * that care was taken by] 


them 
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them to prevent any one's introducing a new 


religion. Therefore, Socrates was condemn'd at 


Athens, and the Chaldeans and Jes were ex- 


pell'd the city of Rome. Such was the zeal of 


the Athenians in this reſpect (as Joſephus relates 
it) that they who uttered a word concerning the 
gods, not agreeable to the received laws, were 
to be puniſh'd without any mercy. The Ro- 
mans us'd a like ſeverity, and Mecænas's ad- 
vice to Auguſtus upon this head is remark: ble, 
being to this ſenſe, that he ſhould himſelf wor- 
ſhip the gods according to the laws of the coun- 
try, and oblige. others to do the ſame ; that he 
ſhould puniſh the authors of foreign religions, 
and this, not only for the ſake of the gods, 
whom whoever contemns, he will hardly be re- 
ſtrain'd by any thing elſe; but becauſe they 
who introduce new deities will draw away great 
numbers to the uſe of foreign laws; from whence 
conſpiracies, aſſemblies, and cabals will follow, 
things not at all conſiſtent with the honour and 
ſafety of a monarchy. Upon theſe and ſuch like 
reaſons of policy, idolatrous princes had no kind- 
neſs for a religion which threaten'd the over- 
throw of all thoſe that were eſtabliſf'd, and ex- 
preſsly aim'd at their deſtruction; which was 
the main root of all thoſe cruel perſecutions 
rais'd againſt the chriſtian church, under hetver 
Emperors. The Prieſts would not be ſo ungrate- 
ful as to deſert the gods, at whole altars they 
had ſerv'd, and been fed, and to whom they 


were endebted for their unmeaſurable we..lth, 


and great authority among the peo, le. And 
the people, beſides the influence of heir princes 
and prieſts upon them, were neld fait by ſuper- 
ſtition, and a blind veneration for ancient cu- 
ſtoms, from which, they had been made to be- 

| lieve, 
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lieve, they could not depart without the greateſt 
impiety towards heaven, and arraigning the wiſ- 
dom of their parents and anceſtors. And though | *? 
the philoſophical and more thinking part of the 
world ſecretly deſpis'd the eſtabliſh'd ſuperſti- | ? 
tions; yet they too join'd in running down 
chriſtianity, upon another ſcore, having no re- 
liſh for its doctrines, which did not at all agree 
with their preconceiv*d notions, and high thoughts 
of themſelves, nor for its ſimple and unartificial 
manner of inſtruction, without making uſe of 
any ſtudied methods, any formal rules, and long 
trains of reaſoning, or any embelliſhments of 
rhetorick and eloquence. So that the power and 
the wiſdom of the world, the various paſſions and 
intereſts of men, perfons of every condition and 
fiz? of underſtanding, were all united againſt the 
goſpel ; which yet baMed all this oppoſition, 
and prov'd victorious over the joint force of 
earth and Hell: The reaſon of which could be 
no other than this, that heaven was on its ſide, 
and in fighting againſt chriſtianity, men fought 
againſt God. 

2.) What were the Means employ'd in pro- 
pagating cht iſtianity? The moſt unlikely to hu- 
mane apprehenſion that can be ed They | 
were not wiſe men after the fieſh, or mighty, or 
noble, that were called to preach the goſpel of 
Chriſt, and to be witneſles of his reſurrection. 
But God was pleaſed to chule ve fooliſh things | 

4 F the world to confound the wiſe, the weak things 

. ef the world to confound ihe things that were mighty 3 

pO hafe things of the world, and things that were de- 

ſrafed, 3 God chuſe, yea, and things that were 

101, to bring to nought things that were; that, it 

might appear that the fooliſhneſs of God is wiſer | 
than men, and the weakneſs Cf God ſtronger than 
men, 
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men. The mſtruments were contemptible, but 
the power that wielded them was omnipotent, 
and the wiſdom divine, Men of no extraction, 
no education, no fame for parts and learning, 
no power, no intereſt, no ſway, un{kilPd in the 
arts of perſuaſion, unarm'd with force or policy 
theſe were the men ſingled out for this work. 
They were ſent as ſheep among wolves. Naked 
and defenſeleſs, (or furniſh*d with no other wea- 
pon but truth, and no other armour but that 
of innocence) they enter'd the liſt againſt the 


whole world, yea and againſt principalities and 


powers, and ſpiritual wiekedneſſes in high pla- 
ces, and in the iſſue appear'd to be more than 
a match for them, to the end, Ie excellency of 
the power might be of God, and not of Men, But 
there is another hindrance behind.“ They were 
not only mean men, but they were Jets of a 


nation at once deſpis'd and hated by other peo- 
ple, and for ſetting up a religion that ſubverted 


the religion of their fathers more hated by their 
fellow Few than they were by neighbouring na- 
tions. To this add, 


(3.) The conſideration of the Ncligiem propa- 


cated by them, and the fa on which they 
founded it. The fact was of one Jeſus, who 
was dead, but by the Apoſtles afirm'd to be 
alive again; a ſtory ſo little fitted to gain be- 
lief, that when St. Paul diſcourꝰd concerning it 
at Athens, the Epicureans and the Sticks encoun- 
ter'd him, aſking, Nhat will this babler ſay ? 
While to others he ſeem'd to be a ſetter forth of 
ſtrange Gods, becauſe he preached unto them Feſis 
and the reſurrection, AF xvii. 18. The religion 
founded upon this ſtrange fact conſiſted of doc- 
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* Biſhop Chandler in his firſt deſenſe. 
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trines and precepts no way ſuited to the guſt of 
the World; ſuch as theſe, that ſalvation is to 
be obtain'd no other way than by the righteouſ- 
neſs of a humble ſuffering crucified Jeſus ; that 
there is but one God, and he a pure ſpirit ; 
that the only acceptable way of worſhipping this 
holy and inviſible God is by a pure heart, and 
ſpirirual and elevated affections; that to pleaſe 


God we muſt deny our ſelves, crucify the fleſh, 


oppole the torrent of worldly cuſtom and ex- 


ample, forgive our enemies, and practiſe the 


molt divine and difficult virtues ; that for all 
this, men were to have no other reward in this 


world but the teſtimony of their own conſci- 
ences, join'a with that of the ſpirit of God, and, 
in the next, none but ſuch a one as the ſen- 


ſual, the covetous, the earthly- minded would be 
ready to account rather a puniſhment than a re- 
ward. This was the religion, to the doctrines 
and rules of which the Apoſtles of Chriſt re- 
quir'd an abſolute ſubmiſſion ; a religion that 
demanded a great deal, and for the preſent pro- 
miſed nothing : z which notwithſtanding, their te- 
ſtimony was believ'd, their offers were e accepted, 

and their injunctions complied with by great 


multitudes. Once more, 


(4.) The Time and Place, when and where theſe 
things were tranſacted compleat the argument. 
*T was upon the very ſpot which had been the 
ſcene of our faviour's miracles and ſufferings, 
among thoſe who wanted not will to have de- 
tected the cheat, if there had been any, nor abi- 
lity neither; when it was but ſo little while be- 
fore, that the things in queſtion were reported 
to have happen'd.” It was farther in a very 
knowing age and part of the world that chri- 
ſtianity was firft preach'd and firſt age 

he 
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The firſt converts to the goſpel were not made 
among Barbarians, among rude and ignorant 
people, who were capable of being caught by 
the groſſeſt impoſtures ; but where the arts and 
ſciences had their abode, and in Rome it ſelf, 
the center of humane learning, among wiſe and 
inquiſitive perſons, who would not eaſily ſwal- 
low a palpable falſehood, It was at the very 
time that the heathen oracles loſt their credit, 
and fell into general neglect. Now whether 
it be ſuppos'd that theſe oracles were given out 
by lying ſpirits who were ſilenc'd at this time; 
Or by the craft of the prieſts, who, now the 
world was grown wiſer, could find no vent for 
thoſe pious frauds which paſt well enough in 
the times of ignorance ;z whether one or the other 
'of theſe be ſuppos'd, the ceſſation of oracles 
renders the ſucceſs of the goſpel at the ſame 
time and in the ſame places, much more re- 
markable. I might ſhew the great diſparity in 
all theſe reſpects between Chriſtianity and the 
Mahomelan impoſture, which was firſt ſet on 
foot in an age of darkneſs, and among a moſt 
ignorant ſort of people, was propagated by the 
word, * and in its ſcheme of doctrines was ac- 
commodated to the carnal luſts and fancies of 
men. But contenting my ſelf to have juſt 
mention'd this, I paſs on to the uſe which may 


| * 4b4-Obeidah, was patient, meek and religious, faith the 
Hiſtorian ; Caled couragious and enterprizing : and it was for 
this reaſon that the former was diſplac'd from his command 
over the forces that were to plant the religion of Mahomet 
in Syria, to make room for the latter. Ockley's hiſtory of 
the Saracens. Had Mahometiſm had no other champions 
han men of Abu-Obeidaß's character, well-meaning, but 
ot warlike, that abſurd religion would have been extin- 
guiſhd as ſoon as it appear d. 5 


H be 
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be made of this important truth. And there! 
are ſeveral reflexions which do naturally ariſe 
from it, for information, comfort, and inſtruc . 
tion in holineſs. | 
1. Is it a moſt certain truth, that Chriſt i is riſel 
from the dead? And is the proof now given af 
it ſatisfactory, as I perſuade my ſelf it is? We 
know then what we are to judge of Chriſt, andff 
his goſpel. We know that our religion is divine 
and the author of it from God, and with God, Wes 
may be confident that we have not followed 
cunningly deviſed fables in believing the truth «Þ- 
that religion which we have been brought up: 
in, and of the ſeveral doctrines that conſtitutÞ: - 
the frame of it. We may be ſure that thel 
are not fables, becauſe the reſurrection of Chriſt. 
upon which his religion depends, is no fable 
The two laſt of the arguments made uſe off 
prove the truth of the chriſtian religion imme] 
diately. The reſt do more immediately prov 
the. refurredtion of Chriſt; and as a neceſſar 
 conſequence®of that, the divine authority of hi 
doctrine. For ſurely, God would not have ho. 
nour'd an impoſtor, and added credit to hiÞ 
wicked deſigns, ſo far as to raiſe him from the 
dead. And therefore, as St. Paul argues, bf F 
was declared to be the ſon of God with power, af c 
cording to the ſpirit of holineſs, by the reſurrectiuþ 
from the dead. Rom. i. 4. And if he himſciF 0 
was the ſon of God, his goſpel is to be receiv & 
not as the word of men, but as the word a 
God. A true prophet could never teach a fall 
doctrine; he that was proclaim'd the belovel i 
ſon of God in whom he is well pleaſed, and f. 
to whom we are commanded to hearken, could t 
never deliver any other things than what ha t 


had receiy'd of the father, "Let us thereto!Y t 
hea 
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re hear and reverence him as a divine teacher, and 
iſe] Jaw-giver, Chriſtianity is the true religion 3 


ac. we know it to be fo, becauſe Chriſt, the au- 
thor of it, and from whom it hath its name, 
ſnl | is riſen from the dead. Let us entertain, and 
| off treat it as true, which we ſhall never do, unleſs 
We we make it the conſtant rule of our faith and 
na practice. By aſking, in a doubting ſceptical 
ne manner, how can t eſe things be? when they 
Wel are plainly a part of the goſpel revelation 3 
vel or by a carnal temper, and a wicked ungodly 
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1 0: courſe of life, we proclaim our religion to be 
Wil! [ ' falſe, or act as if it were ſo, Let us be per- 
tute: ſuaded to be more conſiſtent with our ſelves, 


vel 


ei and with the religion we profeſs, and carry the 
ri | name of Chriſt written, as it were, n our fore- 
ble ' beads. A chriſtian life, as it is an open declara- 
off tion of our faith, is moſt likely to eſtabliſh others 
mel ; in the ſame, while by a verbal acknowledgment 
OV 7 of the truth, and feigned zeal for it, unattended 
lar with a ſuitable converſation ; we ſhall be ſo far 

hi from ſerving the intereſt of truth, as to do it 
ho- ; a great deal of prejudice. 
> bi Is Chriſt riſen indeed? then is the offence of 

the Fly croſs ceaſed, I mean, all reaſonable ofience a- 
, bÞ gainſtit. No man can have any juſt cauſe to be 
ac offended with Chriſt, at the meanneſs and poverty 
£1 of his life, or even the i ignominious circumſtances 
nſcll of his death. Thele things are ſhocking to the 
eiv'Þ firſt thoughts and reflexions of our minds, that 
rd if one who takes the name of the Saviour of the 
fal world, ſhould be deliver'd unto death, and ſuffer 
ove in the quality of a malefactor. But, if the Whole 
and ſcene be conſider'd under one view, there is no- 
Nor thing in it to diſpleaſe ; the ill impreſſions made 
t IF by the death of Chriſt on the beholder, are all 
cforF taken off by his reſurrection z nay, and the death 
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of Chriſt hath a quite contrary effect, and chal. 


lenges our love and eſteem as much as, ſeparate 
from his reſurrection, it would have been apt to 
provoke our diſguſt. Chriſt cracified, was to the] 
Fews a flumbling-block, and to the Greeks, fooltſh-| 
eſs. But let us examine a little whether they had! 
any foundation for their prejudices; or any but 
what his reſurrection ought to have entirely re-] 


mov'd. Was Jeſus crucified through weakneſs ' 
Say, he was ſo; 499 he liveth by the power of God. 
Was he deliver'd into the hands of wicked men! 


Arraign'd, condemn'd, and put to death as af 


blaſphemer of the law, and a deceiver of the 
people? Whom men condemn'd, God juſtified 
by raiſing him from the dead. Was he that pro- 
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mis'd immorrality conquer'd by death? It b 


own'd he was; but, in his turn he was conqueror, 


and loo/ed the pains of death, becauſe it was not po- 


with the wicked, but left it as the Son of God 
Did he ſet like the ſun under an eclipſe ? He rok 
like the ſun in its full glory. His death coul 


not diminiſh him more than his reſurrection ag: 
grandiz'd and exalted him. Bchold, Daniel « ü 
fervant of the living God, (as if his God was not ö 
able to fave him from being made a ſacrifice by 
the worſhippers of idols) caſt into the lions den 
and a ſtone laid upon the mouth of the den, 
ſealed with the King's own fignet, and with the fig-Þ 
net of his lords! But ſtay a little? cenſure not 
Daxizl, as wanting true piety z or his God, as 
wanting power or goodneſs. Behold him coming 
out of the den unhurt by the lions, whoſe mouth 
the angel of God had ſhut, foraſmuch as inno- 
cency was found before him in this holy man. 
This is a very proper illuſtration of the reſur-] 


rection of our great redeemer, whoſe enemies, 


> 
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ſible he ſhould be * of it ; he made his growl: } 
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to make his ſepulchre ſure, ſealed the ſtone that 
was rolled to the door of it, and ſet a watch; 
but all in vain! As if he had recover'd new 
ſtrength by his ſleep in the duſt, he emerges from 
the grave with redoubled vigor, and becomes 
immortal! If therefore, the croſs of Chriſt be 
fooliſhneſs to any, it muſt be to ſuch as are not 
themſelves very wiſe. 3 

3. 1s Chriſt riſen indeed? We may then infer 
the compleaineſs of the ſatisfaction made by his 
death; that he was not only an innocent per- 
ſon, but a ſacrifice of a feweet ſmell, the Lamb of 


God that taketh away the fin of the world. His 


death was not of a martyr only, like that of 


other good men, who die for their religion; 


he died as a publick victim, and gave his life a 
ranſom for many : ſo he himſelf foretold he would; 
and by riſing, as he likewiſe foretold, made it 
viſible to the whole world that the ranſom was 


accepted. It is for this reaſon, that the Apo- 


ſtle, having aſked, who is he that condemneth 2. 
and anſwer'd in part, i“ is Chriſt that died, adds 


farther, yea, rather that is riſen again, who is even 


at the right hand of God making interceſſion for 
us. Had his life been taken from him as from 
the ſacrifices under the law, and never reſtor'd 
to him again, it had been an argument that his 


blood was no more capable of taking away ſin, 


than the blood of bulls and of goats; his ſa- 


crifice had been as imperfect as any of the legal 


ſacrifices, or rather his death had been no ſa- 


crifice at all. But now the acceptableneſs of his 


ſufferings, the merit of his death, the all-ſuffi- 
ciency of his mediation can no longer be doubted 
of; God publickly declares all this, by raiſing 


| him from the dead, Ir ſeems to be on this ac- 


count that the reſurrection of our bleſſed Saviour, 
_ 5 Which 
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which is ſometimes attributed to himſelf (to de- 
note the greatneſs of his power, and that he hath 
life in himſelf, John ii. 19. Deſtroy this temple, 
meaning the temple of his body, and in three days 
Iwill raiſe it up again) is at other times, and moſt 
generally, ſpoken of as the effect of the will and 
power of God, his father, As 11. 24. him hath 
God raiſed up. Afts ili. 15. whom God hath raiſed | 
up from the dead. Rom. vi. 4. Chriſt was raiſed 
from the dead by the glory (1. e. by the power or 
ſpirit) of the falber to Fo l ignify that the juſtice of 
God was fs ſatisfied, and the honour of his 
broken law vindicated, that he approv'd the obe- 
dience of his death, and was now reconcil'd to an 
apoſtate world, not imputing their iniquities to 
any that repent and believe. So that here you 
ſee the ground of our juſtification by Chriſt, Rom. 
iv. 25. He was deliver'd for our offences, and rais'd 
again for our juſtification. We are juſtified by bis 
blood, Rom. v. 9. becauſe he was juſtified by his 
reſurrection; to which I conceive that expreflion | 
of his being juſtified in the ſpirit, refers, 1 Tim. 
iii. 16. And Jam the more confirm'd in that 
ſenſe of the Phraſe, by comparing it with what 


is ſaid, Rom. 1. 4. that he was declared to be tbe 8 


Son of God with power, according to the ſpirit of 
bolineſs, by the reſurrection from the dead. In this 
view, how reviving is the meditation of Chriſt's 
reſurrection to believing, humble ſouls ! If I be- 
long to Chriſt, if united to him by faith and love, 
if conform'd to his image, if obedlext to his laws; 
I am abſolv'd in him, his diſcharge is mine, and I 
am as certain of my being pardon'd, as I am that 
Chriſt is riſen. | 

4. Is Chriſt riſen indeed ? Then he is indeed 
aſcended up into heaven, is ſat down at the 
right hand of God, there to make WE 
or 
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for us, and to exerciſe univerſal empire, and do- 
minion, and from thence he will come to judge 


both the quick and the dead. All theſe things 


are neceſſarily connected with his reſurrection. 


Hie did not riſe to live here upon earth; the earth 


| was to be only the ſcene of his humiliation, which 


was finiſhed at his death. We may truly ſay, 
that the world, having treated him ſo ungrate- 
| fly was not worthy of him; beſides. which, 
it was not fit or reaſonable that he ſhould be 


any longer detain'd from his reward. For which 


reaſon, after he had ſpent a little time with his 
Frans ge by his preſence and converſation, to 

prepare and animate them for their undertaking, 
and given them ſome inſtructions concerning the 
| kingdom of God, he returns to his father, and 
is inveſted with that glory which he bad with 
Y bin before the world was. His entrance into 
heaven was both as a conqueror, and a prieſt. 

In his paſſage through the interjacent regions 
be led captivity captive, and openly made a ſhew. 
of thoſe principalities and powers whom he had 
F ſpoiled on the croſs. He overcame death, and 


him that had the power of death, and having 
| vanquiſh'd them by his death and reſurrection, 
led them, as it were, in triumph at his aſcen- 
| fron. 


It was farther, as our hick prieſt, that ke made 


his entrance into the holy place, Heb. iv. 14. That 
as the high prieſt, once a year, went into the 
holy of holies, with the names of the children 
of [/rael, and the blood of the ſacrifice, which 
he ſprinkled on the mch, ſo our Jeſus 
might appear in the preſence of God for us, as our 
advocate, obtaining the forgiveneſs of our ſins 


in his blood, as our mediator, offering up our 
prayers as | incenſe before the throne, and as 
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our fore-runner, preparing manſions of glory for 
us. 
We are, farther, to conſider our redeemer as 
poſſeſt of univerſal empire and dominion. He 
is therefore ſaid to be the firft-born from the dead, 
and to be begotten on the day that he was rais'd, 
according to the prophecy in the ſecond P/alm, 
compar*d with eb. i. 5. Then was the decree 
declar'd, or publiſh'd, Thou art my ſon, this day 
have I begotten thee ; ast of me, and I wil give 


| thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the 


uttermoſt parts of the earth for thy poſſeſſion. Then 
he was ſolemnly inveſted with the regalia, and 
took the reins of government, the Angels were 
commanded 79 worſhip him as their lord, and 
all power was put into his hands, both in hea- 


ven, his imperial city, where he reigns with the 
_ father, and on earth, the affairs of which he di- 


rects for the advantage and happineſs of his body 
the church. Chriſt was firſt born in a poor and 
low condition, and to a life of ſorrow and ſuffer- 


ing; his ſecond birth was to honour, and immor- 


tality, and a kingdom that ruleth over all : and, 
in reſpect of both theſe, his firſt and ſecond birth, 


he is in ſcripture ſtyled the Son of God. It is 


true, when he was born in Bethlehem of Fudea, 
wiſe men came from the eaſt to Jeruſalem, ſaying, 
where is he that is born king of the Fews © But 
though the title did belong to him then, ' tis 
certain he took not poſſeſſion of the kingdom, 


or not in ſo eminent a manner as after his re- 


ſurrection, when he became king of nations, as 


well as king of the Jews, and of Angels, as well 


as of men. The natales, or birth-days, of the 
Roman Emperors ſignified not only their natural 
birth-days, but likewiſe their civil, or the time 
of their inauguration to the empire; this 2 
calle 
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called natalis imperii, in diſtinction from the o- 
ther, which was call'd zatalis genuinus. When 
Conſtantine is ſaid by ancient writers to have 
been born in Britain, there are learned men who 
underſtand this of his imperial, not of his na- 
rural birth-day; his natural birth, as they 
prove, being at Naiſis in Dacia. The day of 
our Saviour's reſurrection, was natalis imperit, 
ton which he receiv'd his inveſtiture into that ſo- 
Fyerelgnty, which he merited by his ſufferings 
and death. Phil. 1, 6— 11. There is a double 
Lordſhip of Chriſt, one of authority, like that 
of kings over their ſubjects; the other of pro- 
Fperty, like that which men have in things which 
they have bought, or do any other way rightfully 
poſſeſs. Both theſe are refer'd to, Rom. xiv. 7, 8, 9. 
Me of us liveth to himſelf, and no man dieth lo 
himſelf, for whether we live, we live unto the 
Lord, and whether we die, we die unto the Lord; 
whether therefore we live or die, we are the Lord's: 
r to this end Chriſt both died and roſe and re- 
viv'd, that he might be Lord both of the dead and 
F the living. We are to own the authority of 
Chriſt by living to him, by making his laws 
the rule of our actions, and in all things pre- 
ferring his will to our own. We are to own 
his abſolute right and propriety in us, by iub- 
mitting to his diſpoſal, both in life and in death, 
by living to his glory, and dying at his cal/, and, 
if need be, for his name; for we are not our own, 
* but bis, who died for us, and roſe again. 2 Cor. 
v. 15. It is the privilege of the faithful, and 
ſo eſteem'd by them, that Chriſt is their Lord, 
in both theſe reſpects. They cannot be govern'd 
by a better ſyſtem of laws than thoſe of the re- 
| deemer, nor have their lives and all their inte- 
_ reſts lodg'd in better hands. Of all committed 


to him by the father, and who commit them- 
2 — ſelves 
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good, and finally, receive them to himſelf, be. 


judge of him by his manner of writing, is neithe# 


viſibly adminiſter'd, did not expreſs ſomething 


glory will ſtrike theſe men; if no ſalvation mull 
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ſelves to him, none ſhall be loſt ; he will watch 
over them with the tendereſt care, protect them 
from the rage of their enemies, order their cir 
cumſtances, both ſpiritual and temporal, for ther 


cauſe they are his. I am aware, this ſort fi 
kingly power will not at all pleaſe ſome men; 
who are as much offended with the reſurre&tin|Þ 
and aſcenſion of Chriſt, as with his croſs. 
the eyes of the Jews, all dominion, or del 
rance, that is not temporal, appears trifling an 
deſpicable ; there is nothing ſubſtantial, or rei 
in it. And there is a certain author, who, u 
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Heathen, Few, nor Chriſtian, and yet every o 
of them as ſerves his occaſion, that talks aft 
the ſame manner. As if the ſupreme commani# 
over the viſible and inviſible worlds, becauſe no 


more grand, than to be the deliverer of a hand 
ful of people, and the inſtrument of their am 
bition and revenge. But if nothing but a viſibl: 
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paſs for real, that is not ſenſible; and the de 
ſtruction of enemies be ſuch a neceſſary and de. 
firable mark of power; let them wait a whil 
longer, and they ſhall have the ſatisfaction they 
demand, if they will ſo account it. 

For, as ſurely as Chriſt is riſen (and nothing 
can well be more ſure than this) we know, 
that he will come to judge the world in v igbleuiſ 
neſs, whereof God hath given aſſurance to all men 
in that he hath raigd him from the dead. AQ 
xvii. 31. Then ſhall we fee that our redeeme 
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liveth, whom we now believe to be riſen on the 
teſtimony of his Diſciples ; our eyes ſhall beholc 
him, and not another's. But a few were eye 
witneſſes of his reſurrection; when he cometh 

_ 
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n the clouds of heaven, every eye ſhall ſee him, 
and they alſo that pierced him, or have ungrate- 
fully denied, and ſpitefully inſulted him. Glo- 
tous, and terrible advent! long wiſh'd for by 
ſome! by others, as much dreaded, or derided |! 
Lee! he comes! the grave could detain him no 
longer than three days; and the heavens can do 
it only till the veſtitution or conſummation of 
all things, ſpoken by the holy Prophets, ſince the 
world began; he comes ſo take vengeance on them 


| | that know not God, and obey not his goſpel, and 


to be glorified in bis ſaints, They who will not 
bear the Apoſtles, proving that Chriſt is riſen, 
and ſealing the truth with their blood; they 
chat laugh at the followers of Jeſus for their 
credulity, and, like the philoſophical wits of A. 

| thens, mock when they are told of his reſurrec- 
tionz what will theſe men ſay, which way be 
able to look, when he whom they have treated 
as an impoſtor, ſhall appear with a pomp and 
retinue, becoming the Son of God, and the judge 
Jof the world? Will they not be alike unable 
| to avoid believing then, and to juſtify their n- 
| belief now? Then ſhall the unbelieving have their 


part in the lake that burneth with fire and brim- 


one. Rev. xxi. 8. This will be their proper 


part and portion. Ah! why will not men be 
ſatisfied with the evidence which God is pleas'd 


to afford them, when this evidence is more than 
ſufficient to convince the humble and impartial ? 
Why, let me add, will not thoſe who profeſs 


vY to believe that God hath appointed a day when 


he will judge the world by his Son, whom he 
raiſed from the dead, take more care to preſerve 
an agreement between their belief and their 
practice? Are we to be judg'd? And to be 
judg'd by Jeſus Chriſt? Have we (ſetting aſide 
the arguments from natural reaſon) the ſame 
— 12 aſſurance 


me” * 


, goſpel, which affords not the leaſt ſhadow of 
hope to any but the ſincerely penitent, who 
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aſſurance of a judgment 7o come, as of the reſur. 
rection of Chriſt, which is paſt? How is it the 

we are no more ſollicitous to provide for thi 
judgment? That we live ſo little like perſons 
who know they ſhall be judg*d? Is it becauſe 
the redeemer of the world is to be the judge 
of it? But conſider, if Chriſt be the judge, his 
goſpel is to be the rule of judgment. Ane 
whatever fooliſh hopes the wicked and impeni 
tent may derive from their falſe notions of the 
perſon of Chriſt, they are all deſtroy'd by his 


deny all ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, and live 


foverly, rightzoufly, and godly in this preſent world, 


locking for, and baſting to the coming of the day 


of Chriſt. 


5. Chriſt being riſen, I infer, there will be a 
reſurrection of the dead. This inference is ſo 
certain, that St. Paul, writing to the Corinthi- 
aus, among whom there ſeem'd to be ſome who 


denied this doctrine, ſcruples not to ſay, that if 


there be no reſurre&ion of the dead, then is Chriſt 
not riſen. 1 Cor. xv. 13. The reſurrection o 
mankind in general, but eſpecially of true be- 


lievers, may be argued from the reſurrection o 


Chriſt. 


180 Chriſt being riſen, there will be a re- | 
ſurtection of mankind, univerſally 3 without the] 
exception of any. For fince by man came death, | 


by man came aiſo the reſurrection from the dead; 


and as in Adam all die, ſo in Chriſt ſhall all he] 
made alive. 1 Cor. xv. 21, 22. Which reaſoning 
holds in a lower degree of all the poſterity ofÞ 


- 


Adam; it being evident beyond all diſpute that] 
men die becauſe ſubjected to death by Adam's 
ſin; not this or that part of mankind only, but 
all, even thoſe that never ſinned after the ſimili- 
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tude 4 Adam's tranſereſhon 3 Infants who never 


ſinned actually, and Heathens who never ſinned 
againſt a poſitive or revealed law, a law threat- 
ning death to the tranſgreſſor. Now, when there 


is this parallel drawn betwixt Adam and Chriſt, 
J and the death, which is the effect of Adam's fin, 


is own*d to be univerſal, how can we juſtly re- 
ſtrain the reſurrection which comes by Chriſt ? 
You ſee the Apoſtle in the place juſt cited from 
his firſt epi/tle to the Corinthians, makes uſe of 
the moſt general terms; as he likewiſe doth in 
his epiſtle to the Romans. As by the offence of 
one judgment came upon all men to condemnation, 
even ſo by the righteouſneſs of one the free gift 
came upon all men to juſtification of life. Rom. v. 18. 
But ſhall all men be juſtified? Yes, in this ſenſe, 
that ſo far as the fin of the firſt man was imputed 
to his poſterity unto death, or to the bringing 
them under the law of mortality, they ſhall be 
freed from this ſin by a reſurrection, here called 
juſtification of life. So that I cannot imagine what 
good reaſon any can have to make it a queſtion, 
whether the reſurrection of all, good and bad, be 
owing to Chriſt, as mediator ; or to ſtart any ſuch 
enquiry, as whether there would have been no re- 
ſurrection, if Chrift had not undertook to reſtore us. 
As to the firſt, the ſcripture is clear that good 
and bad equally ſhall be rais'd by the power 
of Chriſt, Fobn v. 28, 29. The hour is coming, in 
the which all that are in the graves ſhall hear his 
voice, (the voice of the Son of God) and ſhall 


come forth, they that have done good, to the re- 


ſurretction of life; and they that have done evil, to 
the reſurrection of damnation. And how comes 
this great affair to be entruſted with our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt? And in what character will he 
execute it? He himſelf hath told us in the verſe 
immediately preceding the paſſage juſt now 

| quoted, 
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quoted, that he father hath given him authcrity 
to execute judgment, becauſe he is the ſon of man 
which is one of the titles of the Meſſiab. It is 


as the Maſſiab, then, or that great perſon, who 


by his mediation hath reſtor'd all men to a ca- 
pacity of eternal life and ſalvation, that he will 
firſt raiſe all men, and then judge them. And 
ſince this is the preſent ſtate of things, it may 
ſeem but a needleſs enquiry, what would have 
been, if Chriſt had not undertaken the office of 
mediator. Probably, the fall of the firſt man 
would not have affected his poſterity, but on the 
proſpect of their being as great gainers by the 


ſecond Adam, as they are ſufferers by the firſt; 


in which caſe, the death and reſurre&ion of all 
mankind are equally parts of the ſame original 


a puniſhment. Bur whoſe fault is that? 
Not the mediator's, who procur'd it for them as 


a bleſſing ; but their own, who by their ill beha- 
viour in theſe mortal bodies, and in this ſtate of 


trial and probation, turn that which would have 
been a bleſſing into a curſe. Let us no longer, 
therefore, think it a hard law which dooms the 
poſtęgity to death for the fin of their firſt parents; 
for, not to argue from other conſiderations, it 18 
enough, that as in Adam all die, ſo in Chriſt ſhall 
all be made alive. Nor let it be objected, that 
all men indeed will riſe, but much the greater 


part will riſe to miſery; there is no place for ſuch 


an objection, becauſe men, in the ſtate of retri- 
bution, will not be puniſh'd for Adam's firſt ſin, 
but for their own multiplied and heinous tranſ- 
greſſions. The reſurrection is in itſelf a privi- 
lege; and intended for ſuch by him that obtain'd 
it for us: otherwiſe, we ſhould be oblig'd to ſay, 
that Jeſus Chriſt came into the world, and died, 
that all but a few might be more miſerable us 
C 


plan. The reſurrection of the wicked will in- 
deed be 
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elſe they would have been; which God forbid 


wie ſhould think of him whoſe love to the children 


of men hath been always celebrated as witliout 
any parallel. That we ſhall riſe, we know, be- 
cauſe Chriſt is riſen; that ' tis poſſible for us to 
attain to a happy reſurrection, we likewiſe know, 
becauſe upon any other ſuppoſition Chriſt would 
have been an enemy, as well as friend, to man- 
kind. But whether our reſurrection ſhall be 
eventually happy and glorious, depends on our 
preſent demeanor. It may be only the beginning 
of ſorrows; an introduction to a ſtate of endleſs 
woe. And, if we may make a judgment of men 
by their lives and actions, it will be ſo to the 
moſt, Ah! how ſhould this ſtartle and alarm 
us! How ſhould we fear leſt theſe bodies being 
made the inſtruments of unrighteouſneſs, ſhould 


become, through the righteous judgment of God, 


the inſtruments of our miſery, and inlets to none 
but painful and grieyous ſenſations? By this means, 
ſhall T not dearly pay for the few and ſuperficial 
pleaſures of fin? Whence do the temptations to 
{in moſtly, if not wholly, ariſe, but from theſe 
bodies? Is it not to gratify the appetites and in- 
clinat ions of this body, that ] violate my duty to 


God? And accordingly, when my body, inſtead 
of thoſe pleaſures which I once receiv'd from in- 
dulging its defires, ſhall be the vehicle or occa- 
ſion of nothing elſe but pain and forrow, ſhall I 


not be able to diſcern my fin in my puniſhment? 
And muſt it not therefore be great folly to in- 
dulge my body in forbidden inſtances ? My ſinful 
delights are trifling and inconſiderable, my miſery 
will be extreme; the former are fleeting and mo- 
mentary, the latter will be everlaſting. So that 
the reſurrection of the body, with the miſery 
hence ariſing to the wicked, is a very good reaſon 
why all men ſhould crucify the fleth with its af- 

| tections 
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fections and luſts, that ſo doing, they may ſe- 
cure their title to a happy reſurrection. 


(2.) There is a more peculiar connexion be- 


tween the reſurrection of Chriſt, and the reſur- 
rection of believers ; correſpondent to the ſpecial 
relation between their perſons. Their alliance 
with Chriſt, and their intereſt in him, are ſuch 
as none elſe can claim. They are not only allied 
to him by the ſame human nature, but by their 
participation of à divine nature; that is, if we 
will ſpeak ſtrictly, by the exaltation of the hu- 
man nature, in them, into a conformity to the 
divine. They are brethren, not merely as de- 
ſcended from the ſame common father of man- 
kind, but, as all good men are the ſons of God, 
by adoption, and as begotten again to a new life 
after the image of Chriſt. The fame ſpirit is 
in the head and the members. In is incarnation 
he partook of their eh, by means of which he 
becomes related to all the ſons of men; in ther 
regeneration he makes them to partake of his Spirit, 
by virtue whereof the relation, before common, 
comes to be appropriate; and Chriſt is ſo hers, 
as to be theirs only. They are Christ's, and Chriſt 
75s God's, 1 Cor. iii. 23. "All ſhall hear the voice 
of the Son of God, but they only that have done 
good ſhall come forth to the . ection of life. 
T heirs will be a bleſſed and glorious reſurrection, 
which can be ſaid of none beſides. And accord- 
ingly the Apoſtle, in that well-known chapter, 
the fiſſeenth of the firſt epiſtlè to the Corinthians, 
having made uſe of the reſurrection of Chriſt to 
eſtabliſh the doctrine of the reſurrection in ge- 
neral, in the progreſs of that diſcourſe, confines 
himſ-1f to the reſurrection of the juſt, which he 
deſcribes in the moſt magnificent terms: i #5 /0re3 
in corruption, it is rais'd in incorruplion; it 15 ſoten 
in — i is rais d in ger); it is ſown in 
Weakneſs, 
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weakneſs, it is rais'd in power, &c. The reſur- 
ection of believers to immortality of bliſs and 
glory, might be ſhewn to follow from the reſur- 
rection of Chriſt, many ways. But, foraſmuch 
as this is an acknowledg'd truth among all that 
believe the goſpel, and evidently follows from 
what I have already faid, waving any farther il 
proof of it, I ſhall only take notice, what a trant- —_ 3 
porting proſpect this is] what an irreſiſtible mo- 
te, 10 bl-ſ5 the God and father of our Lord Feſus 

Chriſt, who, according to his abundant mercy hath 4 
bzcotten us again unto a lively hope, by the reſurrec-. 44 
tion of Feſus Chriſt from the dead, to an inh: ritance, 
morrupithle, undefiPd, and that fudeth not awny, 
reſerved in heaven for us None but heavenly bo- 
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dies can be qualified to enjoy the heavenly inhe- 1} 
Iritance, for fh and blosd ſha!l not inherit the 1 
kingdom of God, neither ſhall corruption inherit in- 
corruption. How could the goſpel have propos'd 


a nobler object of our hopes than this? Or how 
have more manifeſtly prov'd itſelf a doctrine gr 
thy of all acceptation ? Is the reſurrection of Chriſt 
a confirmation of our religion? The reſurrection 
of good men, which that ſecures, is not leſs a re- 
commendation of it. I own, this doctrine of a re- 
ſurrection was one of thoſe things that prejudic'd 
ſome of the heathens againſt chriſtianity ; not 
| only as apprehending it to be imp9/b/e, but a 
| thing not to be deſir d“. The true awakening of 
the ſoul (ſaith Plotinus, an enemy of our religion) 
is an awakening from the body, and not a re- 
ſurrection with the body; for that change, which 
is together with the body, is but paſſing from 
| ſleep to ſleep, as it were from one bed to another: 
but the true awakening is from all bodies, which 
are contrary to the ſoul, becauſe the nature of one 
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15 oppoſite to the other. So far this Platonick Phi- 
loſopher. But now this offence againſt the doc- 
trine of the reſurrection proceeded from a manifeſt 
miſtake; partly, of the primitive tate of human 
ſouls, and partly of the nature of thoſe bodies to 
which the ſpirits of juſt men ſhall be united after 
the reſurrection. As to the primitive ſtate of hu- 
man ſouls, they imagin'd it to have been a ſtate 
of diſunion or ſeparation from any ſenſible body, 
in which ſtate they were inexpreſſibly happy, till 
for ſome ſin, or ſins, that they were guilty of, 
they were thruſt down into theſe bodies, in which 
they ſuiter a great deal by way of puniſhment for 
their errors and offences in a former ſtate ; yet, 
ſo that if they purity themſelves by the practice of 
virtue, they ſhall finally be deliver'd from the body, 
and live free and happy in a ſeparate ſtate, as at 
firſt. This was their notion, which, from the 
ſcripture-hiſtory of the creation, we know to be 
falſe. That tells us that the body was taken out 
of the duſt of the ground, and then tlie ſoul was 
breath*d into it; and that this ſtate was a ſtate of 
innocence, till man brought a change into it, b 
eating, of the forbidden fruit; ſo that the ſoul was 
_ originally de ſign'd for a body, and not condemn'd 
to drag it about for a puniſhment. And as they 
err'd in their notion of the primitive ſtate of hu- 
man ſouls, ſo likewiſe with reſpect to the nature 
of thoſe bodies, to which the ſouls of the righteous 


Thall be reſtor'd. They found by experience, that . 


the body, as at preſent form'd, was a torture and 
vexation; or, at beſt, a clog and a ſnare to the 
mind; and from hence they concluded, that it 
would be the ſame in a future fate, if rais'd again: 
for which reaſon, they denied any ſuch reſurrecti- 
on; not conſidering, that thoſe ill qualities that 
cleave to our bodics at preſent, are not neceſſary 
appendages of matter, (for then thoſe cara bo- 

ies, 
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dies, which they allow'd of, having the ſame ge- 
neral nature of matter as any other bodies, would 
not be free from them) that the body that now is, 
z not the body that ſhall be; not as to its proper- 
ties, though the ſubſtance be the ſame. They did 
not know, or attend to, the deſcription given by 
inſpired writers of the heavenly bodies of the 
fants 3 particularly, that they ſhall be bright, 
pere, active, ſpiritual, incorruptible, immortal; 
or did not believe that the matter of theſe bodies, 
In the hand of God himſelf, could put on theſe ex- 
. Wcellent qualities, which only argued their igno- 
ance of the nature of matter, and of the almighty 
power, and infinite wiſdom of God. Whatever 
theſe men might think, who were ſpoiled through 
falſe philoſophy, and vain deceit, or however 
meanly, ſome others, who call themſelves chriſti- 
ns, may talk of a reſurrection, being drawn away 
by the like fooliſh imaginations ; the reſurrection 
of Chriſt ſhoula be a pleaſing thought, for this 
very reaſon, that his reſurrection proves the re- 
ſurrection of all, that truly believe in him, to eter- 
(al life, felicity, and glory. And there are theſe 
o uſes which ſuch ſhould make of this hope, 
ind both exceeding obvious. The firſt is to ſup- 
dort them under all the inconveniences and ſuffer- 
ngs which they undergo in theſe bodies of fin and 
death; the other to reconcile them to their de- 
parture out of theſe bodies, = 
d.) The meditation and hope of a glorious 
ne Neſurrection, ſhould ſupport us under all the in- 
it Tonveniences and hardſhips it pleaſes God we 
1: Nould undergo in theſe bodies of ſin and death. 
ti. That we ſuffer no more than it pleaſes God, we 
ar (ould, and than we muſt own ourſelves to have 
ry lery'd, ought for ever to ſilence all our com- 
o- Paints. But that which makes us not only patient 
es, Put contented, and renders our afflictions not 
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barely ſup portable, but light, ſo that we can ye. 
joice in tribulation, 1s the reflexion, that ' tis no 
longer than while we are in theſe bodies, which i 
but for a moment, that we are liable to ſo many 
and ſore trials, or to any at all; and the hope o 
thoſe celeftial bodies, 1n which our ſouls are tg 
have their everlaſting abode ; bodies that will ne 
ver occaſion them the leaſt uncaſineſs, tempt them 
to commit the leaſt ſin, or give them reaſon to 
think their union with them any hindrance to their 
freedom and happineſs. The infelicities attending 
the ſoul at preſent, by means of its union with the 
body, are innumerable. Sin dwells in this morts 
body; and fin expoſes t the body to ſuffering 3 tis: 

body cf jin, and therefore à vile body, beſet and er. 
compaſs'd with evils of various kings and itſelf ful 
of chem. It is by the body we are chain'd to al 
the unhappy occurrences of the world, and have 

Hare in them, whether we will or no, which o. 
therwiſe would affect us no more than they do! 
ſpirit in the other world. The body links us v 
outward objects, and is the foundation of thok 
many fad and diſagreeable perceptions that we re: 
ceive from them. Tis by the body, that one ma 
is expos'd to feel the malice and cruelty of anotha 
And beſides what the ſoul ſuffers from the worli 
by the body, how much does it ſuffer from the bod 
immediately: from its pains, its ſickneſſes, ani 
diſorders? from its dulneſs and weakneſs? fron 
its inordinate paſſions and appetites? from ih 
melancholy clouds and vapours ? Had we not 
ther bodies to expect, exempted from all thel 
diſadvantages, we ſhonld have need of a great 
deal of reſolution to bear up under our burthens 
and after all, ſhould in ſome uncommon caſes, 
ſink under them. If in this life only we ha 


hope, man in ſome circumſtances ord þ be 0 
all creatures moſt miſcrable, and the chriſtiu 
ſomeF 
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ſometimes the moſt miſerable of men. But 


now the hope of another lite ſets man above 
the beaſts of the field; and the aſſurance of 
conſummate felicity both in ſoul and body, the 
chriſtian above other men, Should we have a 
larger ſhare of trouble, and ſickneſs, and pain 
than many, or moſt, others, (tho* by the way 
we are very apt to think it larger than it is, 
and our portion of good things leſs) yet we 
have no cauſe to repine, as long as we have 
hopes of a part in the firſt reſurrection. No 
cauſe to repine, did I ſay? we have all poſſible 
cauſe to be eaſy, reſign'd, and thankful. 

(2.) The thought and hope of the reſurrec 
tion ſhould reconcile good men to their depar- 
ture out of this body. As incommodious as this 
earthly tabernacle is, the ſoul is ſeldom wil- 
ling to leave it; it would fain linger here a 
little longer; wear its chains a little longer, 
converſe in this ſtrange country a little longer. 


But when this tabernacle is diſſolb'd, are we not 


to have a building with God, a houſe not made 
with hands, eternal in the beavens? Tho' we 
lay down our lives, are we not to take them 
again? Tho? ſoul and body part, the parting 


is not final; they are to meet again, and, as 


friends ſometimes do after a long abſence, ſhall 
find each other wonderfully improv'd. So that 


tho* we did not groan in this tabernacle, as we 


do, being burtbhened; tho' our dungeon was not 
ſo dark and diſmal, and our abode in the world 
upon ſuch hard terms: yet to conſider the dif- 
ference which at beſt there would be betwixt 


this world, and this body, and the next, ſhould 


make us deſpiſe the one, and chuſe the other. 
At belt, this world is not heaven; this body is 
not a glorified body; the foul is here as a prince 
in a cottage: though it did not ſulter, it would 
be 
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be ſollicited to ſin ; tho? it was not miſerable, It 


could hardly be ſaid to be happy; at leaſt, in 


no reſpect, or degree, ſo happy as it will be 
after death and the reſurrection; one of which 
muſt precede the other. And we may well be 
content to croſs the narrow ſea, were the pal- 
ſage a thouſand times more ſtormy than we are 
like to find it, when we know our ſelves to be 
in a ſafe bottom, and ſhall be landed on the 
ſhores of blus and immortality. Go forth, 
therefore, O my ſoul, when thy maſter calls 
thee 3 go forth readily and chearfully to meet 
him: repine not to leave the body, ſpurn this 
earth, and fly upwards to thoſe manſions of 
light, where thou ſhalt reſt in peace, and joy- 
fully, but not impatiently, wait the time ap- 
pointed for the reſurrection of this body, and 
of all the bodies of the ſaints to glory and im- 
mortality. I have now done with the fifth in- 
ference; Chriſt being riſen, we know that there 
will be a reſurrection of the dead, particularly 
of the righteous. To conclude; 

6. Chriſt being riſen, let us all endeavour 
to know him and the oer of the reſurrection. 
There is a great deal of force and virtue in this 
article of our Creed; it inſpires life into _— 
that ſeriouſly contemplate it, and rightly im 
prove it. The Lord is riſen indeed! Are we 
riſen with him ? are we paſſed from death to life ? 
Beſides the reſurrection of the body, which 


we expect hereafter, there 1s a change, and a 


very great one, which paſſes on the ſouls of 


the regenerate in this life, which is in ſcripture - 


deſcribed under the metaphor of a reſurrection. 


This is the reſurrection of grace, as that is the 


reſurrection to glory; and one is neceſſary to 
prepare and qualify for the other. To what 
purpoſe is my Saviour riten, if 1 continue dead 

in 
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in treſpaſſes and fins? In vain do I call him my 
Saviour, as long as ſin hath dominion over me; 
ſince this is the very ground and reaſon of his 
name Jeſus, that he ſaveth his people from their 
fins. Let us not think the reſurrection of Chriſt 
is, or can be, of any avail to us, till it hath 
infus'd a quickening power into our Souls. Let 
us ſhew that we are riſen with Chriſt by a boly 
and by a heaventy life. 
(.̃ .) Let us lead a boly life; denying all un- 
godlineſs and worldly luſts, and aiming at the 
greateſt purity and perfection. Let a more en- 
tire freedom from ſin be what we moſt ardently 
deſire, and pray for, and what we moſt earneſt- 
ly labour after. Rom. vi. 4, 5. We are buried 
with him by baptiſm into death, that like as Chriſt 
was raiſed up from the dead by the glory of the 
father, even ſo we alſo ſhould walk in newneſs 
of life. For if we have been planted together in 
the likeneſs of his death, we ſhall be alſo in the 
likeneſs of his reſurreftion. There cannot be a 
reſurrection without a new life. Let us make it 
evident that we have put off the old man, which 
is corrupt, with his affeftions and luſts, by our 
putting on the new man of the heart. Let us be 
_ crucified with Chriſt, and live with him; and, 
as when Chriſt died he died unto fin once, but 
now that he liveth, he liveth unto God; likewiſe, 
let us reckon our ſelves to be dead indeed unto ſin, 
but alive unto God, thro Feſus Chriſt our Lord. 
(2.) That we are riſen with Chriſt, let us 
ſhew by a heavenly life. So the Apoſtle rea- 
ſons, Col. iii. 1,2, 3. F ye then be riſen with 
Chriſt, ſeek thoſe things which are above, where 
Chriſt ſitletb on the right hand of God. Set your 
aſfechions on things above, not on things on the 
earth; for ye are dead, and your life is hid with 
Chriſt in God. As tis certain we are begotten 
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to 4 new life, if we are riſen with Chrift, fo we 
' know that the fountain of this life is in heaven, 
where, therefore, we ought to have our conver- 


ſation, Chriſt is our life, (as the Apoſtle adds in 


the 4th verſe) wit» whom, when he a"ftears, we 


alſo ſhall appear in glory. Now Chrilt is not only 


riſen, but aſcended ; this earth was not a place 


fir to entertain him after he had left the grave; 
his buſineſs lay in another world, and to that 


world he return'd, after that he thro* the Holy 


Ghoſt had given commandments to the Apo- 


ſtles whom he had choſen. In like manner we, 


if we be riſen, ſhall be ſeeking a heavenly coun- 
try, and, while our bodies are detain'd here 
below, our ſouls will be mounting upward ; we 
ſhall aſcend in the viſions of faith, and the 


raptures of holy love. Why ſhould I ſeek the 
living among the dead? My Lord is not here; 


I 


he 13 riſen and gone back to the father; neither 
is my hap; ine/s here. And why then ſhould my 


heart be where I cannot hope to find my Sa- 


viour or my felicity ? it is in yonder world, that 
my great, my lov'd Redeemer hath his abode; 
there are the {ſpirits of juſt men made perfect; 
there God unveils his glorious face; there my 
ſoul hopes to have 1ts manſion after death, and 
thither, after the reſurrection, will my body 
naturally aſcend. And where then, but in that 
happy, glorious, world, ſhould my aftections 
now dwell? O let me not be a ſtranger to 
the thoughts of heaven! while I ſojourn in this 
vale of tears, this land of darkneſs, this di- 
ſtracted, ſinful, wretched world; let me be 
longing, and preparing for my heavenly home, 
where all tears ſhall be wiped away from mine 
eyes, the light of life break in upon them, and 
peace, and innocence, and joy, ſhall be my por- 
tion for ever. 
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